
Personal Finance  

Bainbridge High School 

For this course, we will be using a combination of the Business & Personal Finance book by 

Glencoe McGraw Hill, the NEFE High School Financial Planning Program, and other various 

texts and online materials.  

This course is CTE Dual Credit approved and articulated with Olympic College. Students who 

demonstrate a proficiency of the college course competencies with a “B” (3.0) or better grade, 

earn college credits through the Statewide Enrollment Reporting System (SERS) CTE Dual 

Credit registration process. Your teacher can assist you in the online registration process at 

https://www.ctesers.org/Staff/AddStudent.  

 

You will be expected to complete all assignments by the designated deadlines, appropriately 

contribute to all class or group discussions, come to class prepared with pen/pencil, calculator, 

paper, and necessary workbooks, and keep all comments positive.  

 

Unit 1 – Employment/Education/Training Requirements 
To start this course we will have discussions and projects related to: short and long term goals, 

personality/career surveys in Career Cruising, research of careers and pathways to achieve a 

specific career, discussions on different pathways to achieve goals, ie: 4-year college/university, 

2-year degrees, tech schools, military, and on-the-job opportunities, resume and cover letter 

creation, and a mock interview. The mock interview will be scheduled for the end of the 

semester as part of the final assessments. We will have a speaker from Washington WorkSource 

to cover job outlook and resume/cover letter/interviews. 

 

Unit 2 – College Financing 

Continuing with the previous unit we will look at ways to finance a college education. Sources 

such as FAFSA, federal and private student loans, parent loans, scholarships, etc. will be 

researched. Activities will include going through the FAFSA so students are prepared to what 

they will need and what that type of aid looks like, loan differentiation discussions, scholarship 

research and activity. There is also two extra credit opportunities involving school financing 

speakers coming to BHS in the evenings. 

 

Unit 3 – Checking Accounts 

This unit will cover types of checking accounts offered by both banks and credit unions, 

pros/cons of each type of institution, and how to avoid fraud due to stolen account information 

and checks. Students will work through checking account basics by competing a practice check, 

recording transactions on a register, and using a bank statement balance the checkbook. The final 

unit assessment is a two-month checkbook projects combining all the practice activities. The 

ongoing semester activity is the bi-monthly ‘pay checks’ earned by students for attendance (40 

hrs. per week @ minimum wage) plus $1 per point earned on assignments for the pay period. 

Students complete a deposit slip, write checks for set bills, complete the ongoing check register, 

and draw a tragedy/bonus card because life happens and unexpected costs or deposits show up. 

 

 



Unit 4 –Auto Purchasing  
Students will have the opportunity to listen to and ask questions to industry professionals from a 

car dealership and a financial institution. The first speaker will discuss the pros and cons of  

purchasing or leasing a car, pros and cons of new vs. used cars, financing through a dealership, 

what to look for and questions to ask at the dealership, how to read the sticker price, and 

warranty value. Students will complete a car buying project that will include evaluating personal 

criteria for a used car, researching three different cars and choosing one based on the criteria they 

have identified, comparing loans based on term lengths and percentage rates, choosing the loan 

best for them, and summarizing their choice and how the project will help them in the future. 

Finally, a professional from a local financial institution will bring loan documents and discuss 

each section as the students complete the sections of the application. They will discuss different 

levels of credit scores and how those correlate with interest rates, and what components of a 

person’s financial history make up the credit score. 

 

Unit 5 – Groceries & Food Budgets  
This unit covers creating a food log to see what foods you eat/drink in one week, creating a 

recipe list for those foods, a grocery list creation from those recipes, a trip to Safeway to ‘shop’ 

to find the costs of items you need, and expanding that list into a spreadsheet to calculate a 

month’s worth of food/drink costs for a monthly budget creation. We will watch a documentary 

on the history of the Supermarket, have discussions on staples vs. perishables, per item costs as 

documented on store tags, and store layout. Parent involvement in this unit includes helping with 

the grocery list and evaluating the estimated monthly budget and discussing with their student 

how close that fits with the budget they would experience as independent adults. 

 

Unit 6 – Auto, Housing/Renters, Home Owners, & Health Insurance 

When you are young and healthy, insurance does not seem like it should be a high priority. The 

chances of something bad happening seem remote, and you would rather not think about that 

anyway. However, misfortune does happen--to expensive things. Therefore, everybody needs to 

think about insurance. Students will be learning the details of car, home/rental, and health 

insurances. Activities will include taking an inventory of household items they will have when 

they move out to determine estimated values, researching the required and suggested elements of 

car insurance, and evaluating different health plan options and coverages based on different 

stages of life. 

Unit 7 – Money Management 

This unit covers all the basics of financial services. Students will learn about savings, basic 

checking accounts, money market accounts, debit vs. credit cards, loans, and banks vs. credit 

unions. We will also look at how automated services can make your life easier and consider 

hazards to look out for, such as identity theft. We will cover chapters relating to Banking, 

Consumer Credit, and The finances of Housing. 

Unit 8 – Credit and Credit Management 

For this unit we will be using a combination of NEFE and textbook activities to revisit credit 

scores and their effect on percentage rates, discuss different types of credit (layaway, term loans, 

revolving), analyze credit transactions and statements, review the math formulas required to 

determine minimum payment, and use online calculators to evaluate different credit options.  



Unit 9 – Investing 

Students will be introduced to saving and investing in this unit. Using NEFE and other resources 

related to Saving and Investing, Stocks, Bonds and Mutual Funds, and Real Estate and Other 

Investments students will learn about different types of investments, risk factors, and practice 

investing using published rates. Activities will include tracking stocks over a specified time 

periods to see the rise and fall of prices.  

Unit 10 – Taxes 

This unit will cover end of year income taxes and the difference between the forms that they will 

be using in their future. Students will complete the 1040 tax form with given information to see 

how the IRS determines things such as dependents and qualifying deductions. If available, a 

member of a local tax service will speak to the class about new items in the tax code, what 

constitutes a deduction, and walk the class through the newest tax form. 


