
Digital Design I 
Course Description 

Bainbridge High School 

Instructor: Kim Rose 

krose@bisd303.org, 206-855-0467 

Credit: .5 CTE or Elective 

 

The first semester of Digital Design develops skills that lay the foundation for producing Web-

ready communications: graphic design principles, storyboarding, development, peer review, and 

redesign. Project activities focus on developing effective personal communications. Students will 

develop a base of skills to use in graphic and web design. During the semester they will be 

creating/developing a variety of graphic images, web projects, interactive graphics, and basic 

HTML5 and CSS3 coding.  

 

College Tech Prep Program - This course is College Tech Prep approved and articulated with 

Olympic College. Students, who demonstrate a proficiency of the college course competencies 

with a “B” (3.0) or better grade, earn college credits through the SERS Tech Prep registration 

process. Your teacher can assist you in the online registration process at Tech Prep: 

http://sers.techprepwa.org/. 

 

The key elements of the curriculum are: 

 

Problem-solving that helps support multiple perspectives 

Reflection about the design process and effective communication 

Peer teaching and evaluation in the spirit of a collaborative environment 

Authentic assessment that ties back to standards 

Programs/Languages used: Adobe Fireworks CC 2015 and Photoshop CC 2015 to develop static 

and interactive graphics, basic HTML5, CSS3, Adobe Dreamweaver CC 2015 to design and 

build websites. 

 

Unit 1 

AUP policies and Copyright 

 

* introduction to the need for, Acceptable Use Policies, and Copyright laws 

* possible results of violation of AUP and copyright 

* internet security & safety 

 

Activities & Assessments:  

Review the BISD policies and procedures regarding AUP and copyright 

Confirm that each student has a signed BISD Computer Use Agreement 

Evaluate personal safety online by listing possible areas of concern and taking steps to 

protecting themselves 

 

Unit 2 

Graphic Design Using Adobe Fireworks CC 2015 & Photoshop CC 2015 

 

mailto:krose@bisd303.org
http://sers.techprepwa.org/
http://sers.techprepwa.org/


Fireworks Skills – online tutorials and individual practice & activities: 

* basic use of a graphics program 

 

Photoshop Skills – Adobe Photoshop CC 2015 and individual practice & activities: 

* working with a more advance and industry/web standard graphics program 

* basic Photoshop tools & panels 

* working with the shape tools to create and manipulate various shapes and designs 

* learning color: RGB vs. CMYK, adjusting, tones, creating your own color with RGB 

settings, opacity, selecting, brightness, contrast, etc 

* photo corrections: straightening, cropping, spot healing brush, content-aware, 

sharpening, dodge, burn, blur, clone stamp, etc 

* working with selections: quick select, moving, magic wand, lasso tools, rotation, center 

point 

* manipulating layers: creating, rearranging, applying effects, gradients, styles, 

adjustments, borders, etc 

* masking and channels: creation and refining of a mask, quick mask tool, puppet warp, 

working with and understanding the uses of channels 

* learning the power of typographic design and manipulating fonts/text: creation of 

clipping mask from text, using paths, warping text, and alignment of text (horizontal, 

vertical, diagonal) 

* vector drawing and the pen tool in Photoshop 

* advanced compositing: painting layers, smart filters, fixing low-resolution images 

* mixer brush: settings, mixing colors, customizing brushes, working with photographs 

* preparing Photoshop files for the web  

 

Activities & Assessments:  

Principles of design 

Nameplate - Original design creation 

Individual and peer review process 

Logo/Branding 

Optimization and graphic manipulation in Fireworks & Photoshop 

 

Unit 3  

Code and Adobe Dreamweaver CC 

 

HTML5 Skills – in-class, online tutorials and individual basic project: 

* what is HTML5, basic terms, set up of index and additional pages to be linked 

* code basics: formatting text, p vs. br, div vs. span, tables, images, hr, links, ordered and 

unordered lists, h tags, difference between headings and fonts 

* creating inline styles for elements: color, width, height, font-families, alignment, etc 

 

CSS3 Skills – in-class, online tutorials and individual basic project: 

* what is CSS3, basic terms, set up of a CSS page and link to the relevant HTML page(s) 

* difference between inline, in the heading, and external pages 

* manipulating elements across pages with CSS3 styles: color, width, height, font-faces, 

etc 



 

Design Elements 
* color theory – meanings, psychology, etc 

* design elements: primary and secondary – line, balance, unity, rhythm, etc 

* discussion of demographics and how design elements can be used to attract specific 

demographic groups 

 

Storyboards – 

* discussion of the creation of original graphics and web pages 

* ‘real-world’ examples of when and why storyboards are used to display potential 

projects 

* review example storyboards 

* lorem ipsum, image blocks, nav, banners 

 

Dreamweaver CC 2015 –  

* in-class instruction, challenge activities, and individual basic projects with increasing 

skill requirements 

* what is Dreamweaver CC 2015 

* self-exploration of Adobe Dreamweaver CC 2015 using previously created HTML5 

and CSS3 files 

* practice skills such as insertion of images, tables, div, lists, creating links, formatting, 

etc 

* creation of new site using the design and code view 

 

Activities & Assessments:  

 HTML5 tutorials 

 basic HTML webpage creation 

 CSS3 tutorials 

 basic CSS3 project – attaching to previous HTML5 project 

 Storyboarding websites 

 Design and Create a Business Website using Adobe Dreamweaver CC 

 Design and Create a Website educating the class on a specific element of 

animation, either a character, show, style, studio, etc. Students will have the 

option to use Dreamweaver, Brackets io, Atom, Visual Studio IDE code editor, or 

an approved  

code editor 

 

Unit 4 - FINAL PROJECT 

This project allows students to use all the graphic, coding, and editor program skills learned 

throughout the semester to complete a final website. 

 

Activities & Assessments:  

 Using Interactivity to increase usability by creating a final website that meets the 

design criteria. 

 Explore diverse means of information presentation 

 Final Presentations  



Resources: 

 

Graphics 

Fireworks:  

http://www.entheosweb.com/fireworks/default.asp 

Photoshop:  

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/ 

Ted Talks: https://www.ted.com/talks 

 

HTML5 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/ 

Ted Talks: https://www.ted.com/talks 

Codecademy: https://www.codecademy.com/learn 

Code Pen: http://codepen.io/ 

Tizag: http://www.tizag.com/htmlT/elements.php 

Computer Hope: http://www.computerhope.com/htmcolor.htm 

 

CSS3 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/ 

Ted Talks: https://www.ted.com/talks 

Codecademy: https://www.codecademy.com/learn 

Code Pen: http://codepen.io/ 

Tizag: http://www.tizag.com/htmlT/elements.php 

 

Color 

Color Matters: http://www.colormatters.com/ 

Paletton: http://paletton.com/#uid=1000u0kllllaFw0g0qFqFg0w0aF 

Empower Yourself: http://www.empower-yourself-with-color-psychology.com/cultural-

color.html 

Empower Yourself: http://www.empower-yourself-with-color-psychology.com/ 

Computer Hope: http://www.computerhope.com/htmcolor.htm 

 

Design Concepts 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/ 

Ted Talks: https://www.ted.com/talks 

Design School: https://designschool.canva.com/blog/50-must-see-ted-talks-creativity-

design/ 

Logo Design Love: http://www.logodesignlove.com/  

 

Books/Texts  

Photoshop 
Faulkner, Andrew. Adobe Photoshop CC: Classroom in a Book: The Official Training 
Workbook from Adobe. San Jose, CA: Adobe Systems, 2016. Print. 

 

HTML5 
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Goldstein, Alexis, Louis Lazaris, and Estelle Weyl. HTML5 and CSS3 for the Real World:. 
Collingwood: Sitepoint, 2015. Print.  
 

CSS3 
Goldstein, Alexis, Louis Lazaris, and Estelle Weyl. HTML5 and CSS3 for the Real World:. 
Collingwood: Sitepoint, 2015. Print. 

 

Dreamweaver 
Maivald, James J. Adobe Dreamweaver CC: The Official Training Workbook from Adobe. 
San Jose, CA: Adobe Systems, 2016. Print. 
 
McFarland, David Sawyer. Dreamweaver CS5. Beijing: Pogue/O'Reilly, 2010. Print. 
 

Web Design 
Kyrnin, Jennifer. Sams Teach Yourself Responsive Web Design in 24 Hours. 2015.  Print. 
 
Stocks, Elliot Jay. Sexy Web Design. Collingwood, Vic.: SitePoint, 2009. Print. 
 
Siegel, David. Creating Killer Web Sites: The Art of Third-generation Site Design. 
Indianapolis, IN: Hayden, 1997. Print. 
 
McNeil, Patrick. The Web Designer's Idea Book: The Ultimate Guide to Themes, Trends, and 
Styles in Website Design. Cincinnati, OH: HOW, 2008. Print. 
 

Design Concepts 
Wheeler, Alina. Designing Brand Identity: An Essential Guide for the Entire Branding Team. 
Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2009. Print. 
 
Fishel, Catharine M., and Bill Gardner. LogoLounge 5: 2,000 International Identities by 
Leading Designers. Beverly, MA: Rockport, 2009. Print. 
 
Landa, Robin. Graphic Design Solutions. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning, 2006. 
Print. 
 
Eiseman, Leatrice. Color: Messages and Meanings: A Pantone Color Resource. Gloucester, 
MA: Hand, 2006. Print. 


