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TWELVE ANGRY MEN 

(1957 Version) 

 

A teenager stands accused of fatally stabling his father, and his fate now lies in the hands of his “peers:” 12 men 

from all walks of life, each with his own agenda, fears, and personal demons. Fortunately, this is an open-and-shut 

case. Or is it? As the evidence is painstakingly scrutinized, tensions mount, tempers rise…and the 12 jurors are 

forced to confront their secret frailties and bitter prejudices in an unrelenting struggle for the truth. 

 

Answer the following (10 points) 

 

1. Upon entering the jury room after the testimony, would you have thought the teenager guilty or innocent?   

Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Is the boy’s background relevant? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

At one stage, an elderly juror identifies with a discredited witness, another old man. He shifts his ground to support 

Fonda. At this stage, there is still real resistance to Fonda and this is where he pulls his deceit. Fonda calls for a vote 

and says he will abstain. If the other eleven voted guilty he would not stand in the way of the conviction. The old 

man votes not guilty so that more discussion takes place. 

 

 

3. Do you think the elderly juror identified with the discredited witness because he too was old? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Henry Fonda exempts himself from the second ballot. Would you have taken this risk if you were Fonda? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fonda pulls another trick (or deceit) on the jurors when he asks to view the murder weapon again. The 

remaining jurors are all of the view that the knife was so distinctive that the chances of another person having 

one and killing the father are a billion to one. Fonda then reveals the exact same knife he bought in the 

neighborhood of the boy. The majority of jurors now realize the formidable opponent they have and regret 

allowing him latitude. Juror eleven begins to think there is a reasonable doubt. 
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However it is the thus far silent juror, juror five (played by Jack Klugman) who is the next to change. Coming 

from a like neighborhood to the accused he argues that it would be very unlikely for the knife to have been 

thrust downwards when the boy was apparently an expert with knives. 

5. What do you think of the doubts provided by jurors eight (Fonda) and five (Klugman) regarding the 

purchase and the angle of the knife? Are they as convincing as that raised about the eyesight of the old 

man? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Do you feel our jury system is adequate or is there a better way? Given your reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juror # Character Actor 

Order that 

juror votes 'not 

guilty' 

1/Mr. 

Foreman 

The jury foreman, somewhat preoccupied with his duties; proves to be 

accommodating to others. An assistant high school football coach 

Martin 

Balsam  

2 
A meek and unpretentious bank clerk who is at first dominated by 

others, but finds his voice later in the story. 
John Fiedler  

 

3 

A businessman and distraught father, opinionated, disrespectful, and 

stubborn with a temper; runs a messenger service, Beck and Call. 

The antagonist. 

Lee J. Cobb 

 

4 A rational stockbroker, unflappable, self-assured, and analytical 
E. G. 

Marshall   

5 A young paramedic from a violent slum, a Baltimore Orioles fan 
Jack 

Klugman   

6 A house painter, tough but principled and respectful 
Edward 

Binns   

7 A salesman, sports fan, superficial and indifferent to the deliberations 
Jack 

Warden  

8 
An architect, the first dissenter and protagonist. Identified as "Davis" 

at the end 

Henry 

Fonda   
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Juror # Character Actor 

Order that 

juror votes 'not 

guilty' 

9 A wise and observant elderly man. Identified as "McCardle" at the end 
Joseph 

Sweeney   

10 A garage owner; a pushy and loudmouthed bigot Ed Begley 

 

11 A European watchmaker and naturalized American citizen 
George 

Voskovec   

12 A wisecracking, indecisive advertising executive 
Robert 

Webber  
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