
Matthew Burnett is a busy twenty-year-old. Between 
attending BISD’s Adult Learning Program and working 
part-time at a local hotel, he also finds time to volunteer 
twice a week in the Developmental Preschool Program at 

Wilkes Elementary. 

Affectionately known as Teacher  
Matthew, he recently read Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom to the  
pint-sized students and helped 
lead a corresponding lesson. 
Standing at over six feet tall,  
it’s hard to believe that Matthew 
himself once sat in the  

preschool-sized chairs when he was part of the BISD  
preschool program. Now, he’s giving back by helping 
students learn to count and write—just like he was once 
helped more than 15 years ago. 

“Matthew has been a great addition to our class,” said 
lead teacher Kathy Hines. “Before his first shift, he 
learned all of our songs and our hand signals to be ready 
to participate from day one.”

While Matthew doesn’t remember much from his own 
preschool days, he’s happy to be positively affecting this 
class of students. From helping zip students’ coats to 
preparing classroom snacks, Matthew provides a calming 
presence and is a natural role model. 

As the class ended and students filed out of the door, 
Matthew stood proud, watching the students leave.  
“I think it’s pretty cool to be called Teacher Matthew,” he 
said. “It makes me feel like I’m more than just a volunteer.”

Stay informed! Subscribe to our eNewsletter and stay up-to-date on BISD happenings. To sign-up, visit 
www.bisd303.org and scroll to the bottom of the homepage and click on “Sign up for our newsletters.”
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Dear BISD Community,

As the 2021-22 school 
year is about to close,  
I want to express my 
gratitude to the entire 
BISD community.
Despite the continued 
challenges brought on 
by the pandemic, overall we have had 
a successful school year. Thank you to 
BISD staff, students and the community 
for continuing to push forward through 
the COVID landscape. 

• For the first time in two years, there  
 was a greater sense of normalcy in  
 our schools as students and staff  
 once again found their groove with full,  
 in-person school days.

• Staff, volunteers and families supported  
 students and helped bring them  
 up to speed after a year and a half of  
 disrupted learning. 

• The mask mandate was lifted in March  
 and allowed students and staff the  
 opportunity to see each others’ smiles  
 again. To help put this milestone in  
 perspective, the senior class spent  
 half of their high school career in masks. 

While I know we aren’t completely out of 
the COVID-woods yet, its impact on our 
daily lives is becoming less and less.  
One of the greatest takeaways I’ve had 
from this entire ordeal is to take time to 
celebrate the victories—both big and small. 
A big victory will happen this weekend 
when almost 375 seniors graduate from  
Bainbridge Island School District. 
Congratulations to the Class of 2022 
and to the entire BISD community for 
ending the school year strong. 

 

Sincerely,
Peter Bang-Knudsen
BISD Superintendent 
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The 100 Building—The Creativity Capital of the Campus
Standing proud near the center of the Bainbridge High School campus,  
the 100 Building is the school’s newest addition and has quickly become the 
heart and soul of the school. 

The bright and airy building is welcoming 
and spacious and lends a collaborative 
approach to learning. It also provides 
students with real-world experiences. 
“The new culinary arts lab provides a  
professional, state-of-the-art setting that 
vividly portrays the industry,” said Culinary  
Arts teacher Lia Swanson. “Through the 
experience provided at BHS, students can 
envision themselves in a culinary career."

Here are a few other examples of how  
the building is being utilized: 

• Meals are enjoyed in the commons areas,  
 which allow for many seating  
 configurations, including outdoor dining.  

• Band students refine their music in the   
 spacious band room and access multiple   
 practice rooms for smaller group work. 

• The ceramics studio has plenty of elbow   
 room for creating, and the art studio has  
 excellent natural lighting, which helps students with their painting and drawing.

• Wood & Construction Technology students use stationary and portable power  
 tools to design and build projects. The adjacent outdoor covered area allows  
 students to construct bigger items such as sheds and even tiny homes! 

BISD is grateful to the 
community for funding this 
inspiring building that will 

serve students for  
generations to come. 

Ordway Elementary Special Education Teacher  
Meg Evans is surprised with a BISD STRONG Award. 
The smile on her face captures her excitement. 

BISD STRONG Awards 
Since launching the BISD STRONG 
Award, BISD has received more than 
600 nominations for students, staff 
and volunteers who honor BISD’s 
guiding principles of having strong 
minds, strong hearts and contribute to 
a strong community. This year, more 
than 30 people were surprised by 
Superintendent Peter Bang-Knudsen 
who read highlights from their  
nominations and handed them a  
commemorative award. 

To read about the winners, visit  
www.bisd303.org/bisdstrong



▴ In conjunction with the Low Income Housing Institute, BHS Advanced 
Architecture students and BHS Advanced Wood Technology &  
Construction students built two tiny homes. The finished structures will 
become part of a tiny home village in Seattle or Tacoma. 

HAPPENING AROUND BISD

Wilkes Second Grade Teacher Reanna 
Rapada (who shared her personal  
connection to the film), Honor Thy Mother 
executive producer Gina Corpuz, Executive 
Director of Teaching & Learning (Primary) 
Amii Pratt, Executive Director of Teaching 
& Learning (Secondary) Kristen Haizlip

▾ BHS students in Mr. Holloway's  
AP European History class 
welcomed a guest speaker via 
Zoom—a 2017 BHS grad who now 
lives in Ukraine. Students asked 
thoughtful questions regarding the 
war and what life is like in Ukraine 
(such as food and medical 
supplies and access to banking). 
What a memorable experience for 
the students!

Teaching & Learning; Equity, Anti-Racism,  
Inclusion, Diversity & Justice; Health; Well-Being & Safety. 
Here are some examples of the District Improvement Plan in action during the 2021-22 school year. 

▾ Honor Thy Mother—a documentary 
that shares the untold stories of  
Aboriginal women from Canada and 
Native women from tribes in Washington  
and Alaska who migrated  
to Bainbridge Island in  
the early 1940s—was  
adopted by the school 
board for use as core 
instructional material  
for the BISD 8th grade 
Washington State History 
social studies curriculum.
 

▴ Woodward Middle School students 
participated in this year’s event at the 
Japanese Exclusion Memorial, "80 
Years of Healing: Commemorating the 
80th Anniversary of the Exclusion." 
They spoke of the role Walt & Milly 
Woodward (the school's namesakes) 
played during WWII and the incarnation  
of Bainbridge Island Japanese  
Americans. The students shared the 
importance of being an ally and standing 
up when you witness bullying or the 
mistreatment of others. 

▾ Elementary and Intermediate  
students district-wide participated in 
the annual Unity Day. The day serves  
as a reminder to stand up to bullying  
behaviors. Pictured are hands created 
by Sakai students. 

▴ To help keep people warm this past winter, Blakely 2nd graders organized a 
Glove & Handwarmers Drive, where they collected more than 150 pairs of gloves 
(and hand warmers) and over $900 to donate to Helpline House. 

◂ Odyssey 7/8 students are 
magic! They turned invasive ivy 
into funds to help support  
Melanesian Women Today, 
which provides educational 
scholarships for young women.

Okay, so maybe the students 
aren't actual magicians, but  
the Bainbridge Island Parks  
Foundation's ParksCorps  
program helps turn weeds into 
cash and that's pretty magical 
in our books.
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The Mission of BISD:  
As a community, we collectively 

commit to honoring and nurturing the 

unique skills, talents and passions of 

every student. We provide a welcoming  

and respectful environment where  

students flourish and forge a life-long 

love of learning through relevant, 

engaging learning experiences. We 

empower our students to find purpose 

and contribute to a more just  

and equitable world.

▴ During STEM specialist, Ordway 3rd 
graders studied simple machines—  
including pulleys. They had fun lifting 
school principal, Debra Dunn,  
high into the air.

▴ Wilkes students and staff participated  
in the Great Kindness Challenge and 

spent a week brightening the world 
through acts of kindness. 

BISD’s District Improvement Plan 
shapes our priorities and focuses 
our efforts on three key areas: 


