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A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Bainbridge Island Community,

It's an understatement to say that the 
pandemic has been a challenge for all 
of us. But thanks to the determination of 
BISD staff, students and the community, 
we've weathered the challenges well. 
As the 2020–21 school year wraps up 
and we turn our attention to 2021–22 
school year, you may be wondering, 
“What will next year look like?”

BISD is committed to bringing students 
back full-time in the fall (while offering 
a remote option for those students who 
need it). I am hopeful and optimistic 
that school in the fall will feel similar 
to how our schools operated prior to 
the pandemic. I am looking forward to 
reinstalling some of the traditions and 
enrichment activities that make our 
schools extra special and joy-filled.

It’s important to know that our schools 
will continue operating within the 
health guidelines provided to us by the 
Department of Health, such as mask-
wearing and increased ventilation. We 
are also having to rethink aspects of 
the school day such as how to provide 
space for students to eat lunch while 
remaining socially distanced. And of 
course, remaining nimble is key! We will 
be flexible with our planning as unknown 
challenges remain. We need to be able 
to quickly pivot from in-person to remote 
learning if necessary.

As we continue to refine our plans, we 
will post them on our website. Please 
check www.bisd303.org throughout  
the summer.

Thank you for your continued support.

Warm regards,

Peter Bang-Knudsen,  
Superintendent
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The 2020–21 School Year in Review

The 2020–21 school year will 
go down in history. Despite 
tremendous challenges brought 
on by the pandemic, Bainbridge 
Island School District staff, 
students, and community 
members came together (virtually 
and in-person) to do what BISD 
does best: provide a high-quality 
education for our students.

Congratulations Class of 2021!

At the time of press, plans for commencement include 
an in-person ceremony with two spectators per graduate 
able to be in attendance. For those unable to attend in 
person, the ceremony will be live-streamed.

WHEN: Saturday, June 12 at 4 p.m.

WHERE: Check www.bisd303.org for the live-stream link.

BISD is Hiring!

If you enjoy a collaborative workplace environment, are 
innovative, and are interested in being a member of one 
of Washington State’s top school districts, check out our 
open positions at www.bisd303.org/employment.

OCTOBER
 ◄ Isn't this just the sweetest? Vivian, a 
student in Mrs. Decina's 2nd-grade 
classroom at Ordway, left a note on 
Mrs. Decina's classroom window. 
It was great to see connections 
continue to be made during this 
most unique school year!

 ▲ Sakai staff maintained their 
holiday spirit during the weekly 
student materials pick-up.

 ▲ Sakai students created 
beautiful works of art in honor 
of Indigenous Peoples' Day.

 ▲ WMS students in 7th grade Language 
Arts class wrote moving tributes to 
frontline workers, including teachers.

MAY
 ▲ What are these BHS administrators so excited about? 
They are holding up the email from U.S. News & World 
Report announcing that BHS is ranked #6 as the best 
public high school in Washington. And if you consider 
only the traditional, comprehensive high schools, BHS is 
ranked #3!

 ▲ Blakely 4th 
Graders 
designed the 
most amazing 
and creative 
ceramic 
planters. These 
little creations 
showcase the 
artists' big 
personalities!

 ▲ Wilkes 2nd grade teacher Rebecca 
Keach was surprised with a BISD 
STRONG award. BISD STRONG 
honors those who have strong minds, 
strong hearts, and a strong sense 
of community. More than 75 people 
submitted nominations and 13 
individuals were selected to receive 
an award.

APRIL

 ► The warm spring weather 
allowed for some fun 
outdoor activities. High 
school students in Photo 
1 learned the art of 
taking portraits in natural 
light. 2nd graders took 
a movement break to 
shake out their willies. 
Superintendent Peter 
Bang-Knudsen joined in 
on the fun.

SEPTEMBER
 ▲ The first day of school this year 
was unlike any other. Teachers 
and students connected online 
and got to know each other in 
a virtual environment.



 ▲ This is what it looks like when 
the School Library comes to you! 
Blakely’s librarian brought books to 
kindergarten students and one by one 
they stepped out into the hallway to 
select their book of choice.

 ▲ Traditionally held in late summer, 
Spartan Start-Up was held in early 
spring. This was a time for freshmen 
and students new to Bainbridge High 
School to tour the school and catch 
some school spirit.

 ▲ Due to COVID restrictions, singing 
wasn’t initially allowed during music 
classes. Instead, playing joyful 
music on marimbas provided a great 
musical outlet!

 ◄ The Bainbridge High School National 
Art Honor Society created 30+ 
portraits of children for the Memory 
Project, 'Creating Portraits for 
Global Kindness' program. The BHS 
students received a photo of children 
in Venezuela, Syria, or Russia, and 
artfully created a portrait of their 
assigned child. The portraits were 
then gifted to the children.

 ◄ Hundreds of 
students, staff, 
and members of 
the community 
participated 
in the MLK Jr. 
Virtual Walk 
and shared 
messages of 
hope, equity, 
inclusion,  
and love.

 ▲ BISD was one of a handful of school 
districts in Washington to be selected 
to participate in a pilot COVID-19 
Testing Program. Testing was provided 
for BISD students (symptomatic) and 
staff (symptomatic or asymptomatic).

 ▲ The Builders Club at Woodward 
Middle School held a toy drive and 
collected items to make the holiday 
season a bit brighter for local 
youth. Way to support and build 
community, WMS!

 ▲ Sew generous! Esther's Fabrics 
provide $500-worth of materials for 
Woodward Middle School students to 
sew fabric masks. Pictured is owner 
Susan Skalak (left) and WMS Family 
& Consumer Science teacher Meloni 
Courtway (right).

2020–2021 School Year in Review

 ▲ The Bainbridge Island community 
approved both the Enrichment & 
Operations Levy and the Technology 
Levy. They passed with flying colors 
and provide much-needed funding for 
our schools.
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MARCH

 ▲ The Sakai Salmon Release is a sure 
sign of spring. Students named their 
salmon (Sal, Sally, and Swimmy were 
the most popular choices) and shared 
good wishes as the salmon swam 
upstream.

 ▲ Ordway first graders collaborated 
with the BHS Key Club for a hygiene 
drive to benefit Helpline House. 
What a great project to bridge 
some of our youngest students 
with some of our oldest — and most 
importantly, they provided Helpline 
with much-needed supplies.

 ▲ More than 300 community members 
toured the new 100 Building and 
theater at BHS. One attendee said, 
"Wow! Learning is going to be fun for 
the students." We agree! Thank you, 
Bainbridge Island, for supporting and 
creating inspiring facilities that will 
serve students for years to come.

flexible spacelarge commons

ceramics lab 350-seat theater

 ▼ After almost one year of being 
shuttered, BISD schools opened for 
elementary students in late January. 
Students were assigned either a 
morning or afternoon session.  
For some students, this was their 
first experience attending in-person 
school at BISD.

Secondary students returned for 
in-person learning. After so many 
months away, it was pure joy to see 
them back on campus!


