
Dear BISD Community,

When the school year began back  
in September, I never could have 
predicted the final third of the year  
would be spent with empty classrooms  
and silent playgrounds. COVID-19 put 
a temporary end to our traditional  
school environment but it did not 
stop BISD staff from doing what it 
does best—connecting with our 
students. 

From the teachers who discovered 
creative ways to engage their  
students from afar, to Food Services 
who distributed thousands of Grab 
& Go Meals each week, to the high 
school administrators who found 
safe and meaningful ways to honor 
the Class of 2020, I am grateful for 
the flexibility and professionalism of 
the BISD staff. 

I recognize these have been trying 
times for BISD families. Despite this, 
they have demonstrated grace as 
they adjusted to the new realities. 
From families waving signs of thanks 
during meal pick-ups, to high school 
seniors sharing messages of  
appreciation for their teachers, to  
elementary students creating colorful  
hearts to send to healthcare workers,  
there have been countless acts of 
support in the face of adversity.

This spring has shown how well the 
BISD community tackles challenges, 
and this fills me with great hope as 
we move forward during this  
unprecedented time. 

In partnership,

Peter Bang-Knusden
Superintendent
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When the news broke in early April that 
in-person school would not resume for 
the remainder of the 2019-20 school 
year, BISD took the announcement in 
stride and developed plans on how to 
remain connected to students despite 
the required isolation. 

“Hearing that school would not resume 
in person really took the wind out of 
our sails,” said Superintendent Peter 
Bang-Knudsen. “However, BISD staff 
didn’t miss a beat and their superhero 
tendencies were shown by their  
creativity, care and compassion.”

Teachers came together (while remaining 
apart) to share a message of hope to 
BISD students. Above, it reads: “Since 
the first day of school, we have stood by 
you and helped you learn, discover, grow.  
Though we are no longer together in the  
classroom, you are in our hearts and on 
our minds. We will continue to teach you, 
care about you and stretch you  to learn 
new things in new ways. And, we will 
remain your teachers now and always. 
BISD #303”

Turn the page to see examples of BISD 
superheroes. 

On its toes: BISD pivots how it delivers  
education during COVID-19 

STAY INFORMED! Subscribe to our eNewsletter and stay up-to-date on BISD happenings!  
To sign-up, visit: www.bisd303.org and scroll to the bottom of the homepage. 
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1. Trying it on for size! Senior Quinn Millerd dons his cap and gown for a photo.  
2. Eagle Harbor & BHS: Congratulations!  3. Behind those masks are big smiles! BHS 
science teacher Enrique Chee waves a sign of support  to seniors as they pick up their 
caps and gowns while BHS math teacher Brad Lewis calls out greetings.

A Message from the Superintendent

Honoring the Class of 2020

The pandemic changed how the Class of 
2020 expected to end their high school 
career, but it hasn’t stopped BISD from 
finding new ways to celebrate and honor 
the accomplishments of the graduates.

The Class of 2020 has proved their 
resiliency and adaptability and BISD is 
confident that great things lie ahead for 
them. This class will be forever remem-
bered and will always hold a special 
place in the hearts of BISD.

IN THE MORNING
Processional & Presentation of Diplomas 
in front of BHS (Note: Proper social 
distancing measures will be enforced.)

• Graduates—in their caps and gowns,  
 of course!—will arrive at designated  
 times to receive their diplomas and  
 have professional photos taken.

• BISD staff will line the route to cheer  
 and celebrate the graduates. 
 
IN THE AFTERNOON
You’re invited to watch the virtual  
Commencement Program for the Class 
of 2020. Check www.bisd303.org for the 
time and link to the program. 
Highlights include:

• Student speakers & student performers

• A message from administrators

• The reading of the Class Roll with  
 photos of each graduate

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
The Class of 2020 will still have their 

day to shine and mark the end of their 
high school days.

 4. BHS Assoc.  
 Principal Joe  
 Power and BHS  
 counselor  
 Lauren D’Amico  
 distribute Class  
 of 2020 yard  
 signs.  5. What  
 does the future 
hold for the Class of 2020? With plans 
that include attending college, joining the 
military, entering the workforce, volunteer-
ing, or taking a gap year—we are thrilled 
to celebrate all our seniors! This year, 
students shared their plans through social 
media posts.  6. Joining other high schools 
from across Washington state, BHS turned 
on its stadium lights for 20 minutes on 
April 17th at 8:20 p.m. (20:20 in military 
time). This was to honor the seniors whose 
last year of high school was cut short. 
7. Senior Spartan athletes were honored in 
social media posts in lieu of traditional  
Senior Night Home Games. 
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Superhero  
Teachers
Ask any teacher why  
they selected their chosen profession 
and you’ll likely hear, “I want to make a  
difference in the lives of students.”  
Even though teachers and students 
have been unable to physically be  
together, teachers continue to make a 
strong and positive impact on students’ 
lives. Said one high school senior, “The 
response from teachers after school was 
canceled really showed how much they 
care about our learning and the people 
we will become.” We couldn’t have said 
it better!

► In depth-conversations continued for 
students in Katie Zonoff’s and Emily Eigen’s 
BHS Humanities classes. Look at all those 
smiling faces!

When school facilities closed, 
teams from the Tech Department 
quickly amassed to procure the 
necessary technology for students 
to continue their schooling from 
home. From iPads for the youngest  
learners, to specialized laptops for  
computer science classes, devices were distributed via drive through pick-up lines or if 
necessary, delivered directly to the homes of students and staff. More than 1,100 
devices were distributed at schools and 750+ technology items were delivered  
to homes. These superheroes continue to assist with troubleshooting tech problems. 

Superheroes of  
the Tech Department  

▲ Katrina Hess prepares iPads for student distribution. 

On March 18th, BISD began its Grab & Go Meal operation and 
it’s been a monumental success. By the time the school year 
ends, it is estimated that more than 100,000 Grab & Go Meals 
will have been distributed. Along with a nutritional lunch that 
includes fresh fruit and veggies (some grown right on Bainbridge 
Island), recipients are also given breakfast for the following day. 

Funding for the Grab & Go Meals is from the USDA. BISD is  
operating under a special waiver granted due to coronavirus 
pandemic. Typically, free meal programs are implemented in 

Superheroes of the Grab & Go Meals!

▲ The Grab & Go Meal team dressed as superheroes for a spirit day. Their unwavering dedication to the meal 
program has been a true gift to the Bainbridge Island community. 

areas of high poverty. However, the USDA granted a waiver to 
allow states across the nation the ability to implement its free 
food service during this time, regardless of the community’s 
poverty level. The USDA specifically wishes to avoid stigmatizing  
low-income children by only having a meal program that  
highlights their situation. As a result, Grab & Go Meals are 
open to all youth and quickly became a highlight to families’ 
days. Said one parent, “My child finds great comfort knowing 
that she’s eating the same lunch as other students across the 
island. It’s made her feel less alone.”

▲ Grab & Go Meals quickly became a staple. Along with  
nourishment, they provided a sense of routine and structure to 
the days. On average, 9,000 meals were distributed a week. 

▲ Through June 18th. All island youth  
can stop by Ordway to pick up a Grab &  
Go Meal (details above). 

With Gratitude

During this challenging time,  
BISD has witnessed many 
displays of kindness that 
have helped lighten hearts 
and bring smiles. 

     Wilkes Principal Amii Pratt 
decorated the school’s fence 
with a colorful message to 
help lift the spirits of those 
passing by the school. 

◄ Families waving thank 
you signs have been a  
staple at Grab & Go Meals 
distributions.

◄ As part of a language  
arts assignment, BISD 
elementary students wrote 
thank you letters to local 
healthcare workers.

◄

▲ Kindergarten teacher Jan Colby drove to her students’  
homes to check-in and share a message from afar. 
► Woodward Middle School teacher, Meloni Courtway, 
distributed materials to her Family Consumer Sciences  
students so they could create the annual Ugly Dolls 
sewing project. Some of the finished dolls were displayed 
in the front windows of local merchants.


