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Staffing InfographsDid You Know?
1. For school districts with less than 40,000 full-time 

students (BISD has approximately 3,600), Enrichment & 
Operations Levies are capped at the lesser of:

• $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value
or

• $2,500 per full-time equivalent student (which is 
adjusted by inflation). BISD falls into this category 
because of the high assessed property values on 
Bainbridge Island.

Because BISD’s Enrichment & Operations Levy is funded 
on a per-capita basis, setting the annual budget is 
challenging. Our budget for the school year must be set in 
the spring for the following fall — months before we know 
how many students will actually attend our schools.

2. For a district the size of BISD, the state believes the 
following staffing levels are adequate for 3,600 students:

State Funds
Less than one nurse (0.77)
Less than half of one psychologist (0.32)
Less than half of one social worker (0.41)
One school counselor for every 450 students (7.85)

BISD doesn’t believe those are sufficient staffing levels to 
adequately serve students’ needs. BISD uses funds from 
the Enrichment & Operation Levy to bolster the amount 
of staff we hire in order to better serve our students. 
(See infographs on the right)

3. Like other WA state school districts, BISD receives 
no dedicated state funding for technology hardware, 
software, or services/support. Instead, BISD relies on the 
local community to fund its technology needs.

4. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit and schools were 
forced to pivot to online schooling, BISD fared much 
better than neighboring school districts thanks to the 
Technology Levy. BISD was able to provide a device 
(either a Chromebook or iPad depending on the grade 
level) for every BISD student. By doing so, BISD was able 
to be up and running with a remote learning program 
much earlier than other districts.

Why Is It Called the Enrichment 
& Operations Levy?

The Washington State Legislature 
approved Engrossed House 
Bill 2242 in June 2017 which 
changed how the state funds 
public education. In the bill, the 
legislature updated the terminology 
school districts could use for local 
levies. The name was changed 
from the Educational Programs & 
Operations Levy to the Enrichment 
& Operations Levy.

While the name “enrichment” may 
conjure up the notion of “extras”, 
BISD’s Enrichment & Operations 
Levy is crucial in operating our 
schools.

What Will These Two Renewal 
Levies Provide?

Levies play the crucial role of filling 
the gap between state funding and 
the actual cost of fully educating  
our students. Voter-approved levies 
are the only way to bridge this 
funding gap.

These two measures replace levies 
expiring in December 2021. The 
renewal Enrichment & Operations 
Levy (previously called the EP&O 
Levy) and renewal Technology Levy 
support educational programs, 
student learning, staffing, and 
technology support for three years 
(2022–2024).

In recent history, BISD has never 
operated without local levy support. 
In the 2020–21 school year, the 
levies are projected to contribute 
$10.3 million towards BISD's 
$57.51 million total revenue.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Bainbridge Island Community,

BISD is incredibly fortunate to be part of 
a community that places such a strong 
value on education. We are continually 
buoyed by a supportive community 
who understands the importance of 
education in the lives of children.

In recent years, the state has increased 
the amount of funding it provides to 
Washington public schools. However, 
it still does not fully cover the cost of 
educating our students. Like districts 
across the state, BISD relies on local 
levies to bridge this funding gap. These 
voter-approved levies provide crucial 
support for BISD — and make up 18% 
of our annual budget. On February 9, 
2021, Bainbridge Island voters will 
have the opportunity to vote on BISD’s 
Enrichment & Operations Levy and its 
Technology Levy.

Please read through this flyer to learn 
more about the two renewal levies and 
how they positively impact our students’ 
lives. In addition, more information is 
available on our website: www.bisd303.
org/2021RenewalLevies.

This pandemic has temporarily changed 
almost every aspect of traditional 
schooling but it hasn’t prevented the 
community from finding ways to bolster 
our students — like those who lined 
up along High School Road to honk 
and cheer during the Class of 2020 
Drive-Thru graduation, or the Rotary 
Readers who were unable to volunteer 
in classrooms, so instead purchased 
materials to help struggling readers.  
As always, our local community 
continues to impress me with its 
outpouring of support.

If you have any questions, please 
contact my office at (206) 842–4714.

Warm regards, 
Peter Bang-Knudsen, Superintendent
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Enrichment & Operations Levy  
and Technology Levy What the Two Measures Would Generate

The Enrichment & Operations Levy would generate up to:
• $10 million in 2022
• $10.3 million in 2023
• $10.5 million in 2024

The Technology Levy would generate $2.5 million a year  
in 2022–2024.

What the Two Measures Cost

• These two proposed renewal levies will replace the 
existing levies approved by voters in 2017.  
They are not new taxes.

• If both measures are approved, local school taxes for 
the median home will increase by approx. $32 a year.

• By law, districts cannot collect more than the specific 
amount approved by voters.

How Is BISD Funded?

BISD receives funding from state, federal, and local 
sources. At 75%, the state provides the largest portion of 
the district’s annual budget and the federal government 
provides about 3%. The two proposed renewal levies 
provide 18% of the annual budget. Local non-tax resources 
such as Bainbridge Schools Foundation, Parent Teacher 
Organizations, student fees, and food service revenues 
provide 4% of the budget.

BISD Revenue Sources for its  
$57.51 Million Budget

Projected Local Tax Rates

Year Bond Capital 
Levy

E&O 
Levy

Tech 
Levy

Total 
Est. Tax 
Rate*

2022 $1.09 $0.26 $1.04 $0.26 $2.65

2023 $1.09 $0.26 $1.06 $0.26 $2.67

2024 $1.10 $0.25 $1.07 $0.25 $2.67

 * Total tax rate per $1,000 assessed value  
For comparison, the total local school tax rate in 2018: $2.97,  
2019: $2.65, 2020: $2.70, 2021: $2.61

How BISD’s Local School Taxes  
Compare With Other Districts

Residential 
Area Median AV Local School 

Tax Rate*
Total Local 
School Tax

Bainbridge 
Island $787,680 $2.70 $2,127

Issaquah $830,000 $3.50 $2,911

Bellevue $936,000 $2.50 $2,343

Mercer 
Island $1,393,000 $1.65 $2,327

North Kitsap $436,455 $2.43 $1,062

 * Per $1,000 assessed value

Budget Challenges

Because BISD suffered a decline in enrollment due to 
the pandemic, BISD will receive less funding than we 
anticipated. Even if both of these measures are approved, 
BISD will need to reduce its staffing and programming to 
align with projected enrollment for the 2020-21 school year.

BISD’s Enrichment & Operations Levy and Technology Levy 
helps provide students with a robust education to prepare 
them for their futures.

Enrichment & Operations Levy helps pay for:

• Teachers and support staff

• Special Education and student support programs

• Enrichment for student learning such as art, music, 
STEM, and electives

• Instructional materials such as books, subscriptions, 
and consumables

• Extracurricular activities such as athletics and clubs

• Student transportation

Technology Levy helps pay for:

• Student devices used in the classrooms and at home 
(ex: Chromebooks and iPads)

• Classroom presentation equipment

• Educational online services for content creation, video 
streaming, collaboration, and assessment

• Assistive technology for students

• Operational technology (phone systems, networking, 
printers, data backup, etc.)

• Software for library services and supporting 
educational electronic content

• Cyber-Security and Cyber-Safety services

• Professional Development related to technology


