
Dear BISD Community,

The 2019-
20 school 
year is off 
to a stellar 
start. It’s 

always a joy to greet returning staff 
and students, and to meet the new 
faces to our district. A highlight of my 
job is getting the opportunity to greet 
students on their first day. Their 
excitement is contagious! 

BISD is currently in the process of 
updating our District Improvement 
Plan, which helps guide our goals and  
priorities. This important undertaking 
involves input from staff, students, 
parents and community members. 
BISD is already a strong school  
district—one of the top school districts 
in the state—but an updated District 
Improvement Plan will drive us to  
be even stronger. Look for more  
information to come out in early 
winter as we finalize the plans. 

As a member of the Bainbridge 
Island community, you play an 
important role in the success of our 
district, and I welcome your thoughts 
and suggestions. I hold office hours 
on Wednesday afternoons, and it’s 
a great time for me to connect with 
others and to hear what is on their 
minds. If you are interested in  
meeting, please call 206-780-1052 
to schedule an appointment. 

Warm regards,

Peter Bang-Knudsen
Superintendent
 

A Message from the Superintendent

▲ First graders take an active role during their reading lesson.

AT THE BAINBRIDGE ISLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT | FALL 2019 | ISSUE 6

When Kelly Pellegrino teaches reading, it  
seems more like her first-grade students  
are participating in a book club rather 
than a traditional classroom lesson. 
That’s because the foundation of  the 
new reading and writing curriculum for 
grades K-2 (developed by the Center for 
Collaborative Literacy) is built on having 
a supportive class community. And, 
a strong community  involves actively 
listening and sharing. 

During a recent lesson on the book 
Curious George Goes Camping, Pellegrino 
asked the students who could relate to 
George. Hands shot up. “I once got lost 
like George did,” said one. “I like roasting 
marshmallows like George does,” said 
another. And so it went. As they read 
through the book, Pellegrino paused 
to define unfamiliar vocabulary, or to 
discuss the plot. She also gave gentle 

How BISD Students Become Readers
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“Oooh!” and “Wow!” were sounds 
heard from students and staff as they 
walked the hallways of the new Blakely 
Elementary for the first time. The new 
school is 63,814 square feet and has 
19 classrooms, shared learning spaces, 
small group rooms, dedicated spaces 
for art, music, reading and STEM, a 
gymnasium and a commons/cafeteria. 
Said one kindergartener, “I just love 
this school so much.” We couldn’t have 
said it better! It is a school that will last 
for generations. Thank you, Bainbridge 
Island, for investing in our schools  
and providing our students with an 
inspirational learning environment.  
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reminders on how to share (use a nice 
speaking volume so everyone can 
hear) and how to listen (turn your body 
towards the person speaking).

“The stories for each lesson are stories 
that are interesting to the students,” 
said Pellegrino. “The characters have 
problems that the students can relate 
to in the fictional text. For the informa-
tional text, the facts are appropriate for 
students at this particular age.”

Along with reading comprehension, 
the curriculum practices phonics and 
sight words—all important components  
in becoming a reader.  

“There can be a wide range of  
reading levels within a classroom,” 
said Sheryl Belt, Associate  
Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction. “Students acquire skills 
necessary for effective and efficient 
reading and writing at varied rates. 

This means teachers need  
to have a wide range of  
reading materials easily  
available to meet the  
differentiated needs of  
all students.”  

BISD piloted the new  
curriculum last year, and the 
School Board officially adopted  
it late last spring. This fall,  
kindergarten through 2nd  

 grade teachers were trained  
 on the curriculum, and it was  
 implemented district-wide.

▲ BISD’s new reading curriculum contains lessons 
on how to participate in active discussions. Here, 
two students demonstrate the importance of facing 
each other when having a conversation. 

Construction Corner

▲ The new school year was kicked-off with lots of warm greetings and smiles. 

Open Positions: Are you  
looking for good pay, a flexible 
schedule and the opportunity 
to make a difference in the 
lives of students? Come join 
our team! BISD is looking for 
bus drivers, substitute  
positions, coaches and more!  
See all the job postings on the 
BISD website https://www.
bisd303.org/domain/1021.

Meanwhile, construction is underway on  
a new 100 Building at the Bainbridge  
High School campus. The new building 
will house career, technology, music 
and art classes, as well as a new  
commons. The current BHS commons 
will be transformed into a state-of-the-
art auditorium. The new spaces are 
scheduled to open Winter 2021.

The Bainbridge Island Community is invited to tour 
the new Blakely Elementary School and check out 
all of its great spaces. Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, January 11, between 1-3 p.m.



1. BISD is so grateful for all of our volunteers— like this volunteer helping an early  
 reader solidify his skills. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of students!   
 Interested in becoming a volunteer? https://www.bisd303.org/Domain/1809

2. Teachers from Kitsap County  
 attended a workshop hosted by 
 Commodore Options School.  
 The topic? Math & Movement,  
 a multi-sensory learning approach
 to teach and retain math. Oh how
 fun and stimulating!

                3. “How can I help you?” 8th graders  
       at WMS in Family & Consumer  
       Science class take a test to obtain  
       their Washington State Food 
       Handlers’ Certificates. They are   
       valid for two years and having one
       opens doors to future employment!

BISD is proud to be named a National  
Board Accomplished District. We join 
81 districts across the nation who 
have at least 20% of their teaching  
staff with their National Board  
Certifications. The program requires 
a year-long process of study and  
the development of a comprehensive  
professional portfolio that demon-
strates a high level of skill in a wide 
variety of teaching competencies. 
BISD has 46 teachers who are 
National Board Certified, and many 
others are currently enrolled in  
the process. 

Hip hip hooray! Four BHS seniors 
were named National Merit Semi-
finalists. Their PSAT scores landed 
them in the highest-scoring tier from 
Washington state. Join us in giving 
a round of applause to Samantha 
Turpen, Sean Reilly, Elijah Sellers 
and Josh Lewis-Sandy. 

Great Honors

Being good and kind!
 — Mimi, kindergarten

Being a helpful teammate! 
— Matthew, 6th grade

Speaking up! 
— Roxie, 2nd grade

To celebrate  
the start of a new  

school year,  
we asked students how  

they planned to 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  

Here’s a sampling  
of what we  

learned: Putting a smile on people’s faces. 
-— Liam, 6th grade

Helping the 9th graders in my class.
— Anna, 12th grade

Working as hard as I can and be a  
good friend.  — Ronin, 6th grade

Being open-minded and trying new 
things.  — Etienne, kindergarten

Being a good friend.
— Evelyn, 1st grade

Giving free hugs.
— James, kindergarten

Helping others.
 — Edysen, 1st grade

Being friendly and telling jokes so  
everyone will smile.  — Hannah, 5th gr.

▲ To be named a National Board Certified  
Teacher, one must complete a rigorous and  
competitive program. BISD has 46 teachers who 
are National Board Certified.

▲ National Merit Semifinalists Samantha Turpen,  
Sean Reilly, Elijah Sellers and Josh Lewis-Sandy.

Who do you know who is BISD 
STRONG? Nominate them today!

Great Teaching & Learning: Great Discussions

Join the discussion! BISD’s Multi- 
cultural Advisory Council holds 
Salon Nights which center around 
thought-provoking films and guest 
speakers related to social justice 
and diversity of human experience.
We talk, listen, question, and share 
as we puzzle through these  
challenging issues—together. Free 
and all are invited to participate. 

Next Up: Big Sonia 
When: Dec. 5 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Where: Woodward Middle School 
Synopsis: This documentary focuses 
91-year-old Sonia Warshawski, one 
of the last remaining Holocaust 
survivors in Kansas City. This film 
is also about living with trauma, 
discrimination and inter-generational  
communication. 
Film website: https://bigsonia.com/

We’ve received fantastic nominations  
and there is always room for more. 
Here are a couple examples recently  
submitted (with names removed).
 
“...regularly goes out of his way to 
make sure everyone feels included 
and he sees everyone’s uniqueness in 
a positive light.”
 
“...is a master teacher and I will never 
forget the tenderness showed my child.”
 
Current BISD staff, student or  
volunteer are eligible to be nominated.
To submit a nomination, visit: https://
bit.ly/31PHf6t. 

▲ When BISD STRONG Awards are 
announced, there are hugs all around! 
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