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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Hello BHS Families! 
 

It’s Volunteer Appreciation Week 
Every year we celebrate “National Volunteer Appreciation Week.” On behalf 

of the students and staff at Bainbridge High School, it is my pleasure to 
extend a sincere THANK YOU to all of the parents, students and community 

members who volunteer their time and services to our school.  It’s safe to 
say, our volunteers are simply amazing! Here are just a few examples of the 

many volunteer activities kind community members extend to our school 
each day: 
 

 Assisting individual students with course work 

 Support of club, team and field trip activities in many areas  

 Helping staff the front desk during lunch hours and trainings 

 Our supportive “Booster Clubs” for athletics, music and other activities 

 Students, parents and community members who generously volunteer 

their time in leadership positions and committee members on our Site 
Council, MAC, Technology, Special Education and PTSO teams 

 
And the list goes on…Bainbridge High School is very much a team effort. 

Without the incredible commitment of our school volunteers, we would not 
be able to offer the diverse, high-quality experience that is currently 

available to every student. Together we are making a difference! 
 

Again, THANK YOU BHS VOLUNTEERS! 
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MERIT SCHOLAR PROGRAM “HIGH PERFORMERS” ANNOUNCED 

I am pleased to announce that the following BHS students who took the 
2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test met 

requirements to enter the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program. Each of 
these students is among the 50,000 highest-scoring participants of over 1.5 

million program entrants.  
 

The Bainbridge Schools Foundation provided funding to allow All interested 

junior students the opportunity to take the PSAT, free of charge once again 
this year, and for this we’re truly grateful.  This dedication by our community 

and students resulted in 19 students of recognition in the National Merit 
Scholar competition!   
 

Congratulations to our 19 National Merit “high performers”: Thomas Allen, 
Clio Batali, Keaton Blair, Maxwell Brown, Adrien Chaussabel, Kate 

Crandell, William de Rubertis, Hudson Gilmore, Ethan Glaze, William 
Gleason, Isabelle Haines, Skyler Hallinan, Alexander Larson 

Freeman, James Muir, Mason Ogden, Jonathan Owen, Alexander 

Pickett, Daniel Queen, and Elizabeth Rolfes. 
 

Lastly, our AP schedule is upon on us and we’re doing our best to be mindful 
as a staff of the stress this time period can place on our older students.  

Many are taking multiple exams while those who are seniors are 
simultaneously preparing for graduation.  We know it’s a lot and we ask that 

everyone keep in mind the need to look out for one another – support 
healthy activities to relieve stress and simply know our kids are doing their 

best!  Enjoy the wonderful spring weather we’ve been experiencing lately 
and here’s to a tremendous finish to what truly has been a wonderful year at 

BHS...I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else!   
 

Go Spartans! 
 

Duane R. Fish 
Principal,  

Bainbridge High School 
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AROUND BHS 

 
Math Department Students of the Month 
The Math Department is pleased to recognize all of the following students for 
their commitment to excellence on a daily basis and for raising the level of 

learning in their classrooms. 
 

     Russ Amelang          Katherine Bennett         Evan Bergen-Epstein 

     Ronan Bennett         Corey Clarke                  Delaney Erickson 
     Mia Cretarolo           Sean Halstead                Liam Hatakenaka 

     Taylor Jumpa           Michaela Leung              Jakob Mathisen 
     Nathan McVay          Carlo Ruggiero               Eli Sellers 

     Aidan Wagner          Audrey Wales 
 

National Honor Society Ceremony  
Mark your calendar for the mandatory NHS Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, 
May 31st @ 7 PM in the BHS Commons. Join us in celebrating your child's 

academic and volunteer accomplishments where our seniors will earn their 
gold cords and Presidential Service Medals prior to graduation. 

 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) State Results 
Congratulations to the BHS FBLA members who attended the state 

competition. Eight students qualified for nationals in Atlanta, GA this 
summer.  

 
Business Calculations - 2nd Ryan Cox 

Management Decision Making - 5th Ryan Cox and Nick Shiach 
Sports Management - 2nd Ryan Cox and Nick Shiach 

Cyber Security - 3rd Charlie Hanacek 

Computer Problem Solving - 4th Charlie Hanacek 
Economics - 4th Albert Ragsdale 

Personal Finance - 2nd Albert Ragsdale 
Information Technology - 4th Sebastian Batali 

Business Ethics - Yuyu Madigan, Madison Barrett and Jonathan Coonan 
 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans


 

Stay on top of all things BHS… follow our social media! 
 

  www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans     www.twitter.com/BHS_Spartans 

www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans 

 

Message from PTSO’s Grad Night Out 2016  
Calling all Seniors and Senior Parents!!!  
 

We are in the home stretch and graduation is just around the corner. If you 
haven’t registered for “Grad Night Out,” please do so as soon as possible! 

We are finalizing our attendance and budget numbers and need you to be 
counted. Information about GNO along with the forms to fill out can be 

found on the BHS website under the tab, For Families, and click on the 

words Grad Night Out. You can, also, contact Registrar, Tasha Florez, at 
tashaflorez@gmail.com  or Chair, Dana Willerford at 

danawillerford@gmail.com   
 

Don’t delay. Register today! 
 
 
News from the Nurse 
Deana Lyon, BHS School Nurse has provided the Washington State Health 
Department News Release below regarding Chicken Pox Vaccine 

Requirements.  If you have further questions after reading the press release 
below, feel free to contact  Deana Lyon at dlyon@bisd303.org or 780-1386. 

New Chickenpox Vaccine Requirement for High 
School Students this Fall 

OLYMPIA -- Parents of Washington high schoolers may be surprised to hear 

about a new chickenpox (varicella) vaccine requirement in the coming school 
year. In the 2016-17 school year, all public and private high school students 

will be required to get two doses of the chickenpox vaccine before they enter 
school. 

Parents are encouraged to get their teens vaccinated soon to avoid a last 
minute rush before the start of school.  

People may consider chickenpox a routine and mild childhood illness; 
however, it is a very contagious disease that spreads quickly and causes an 

itchy rash, fever, and sometimes serious illness. People infected with 
chickenpox are at risk for developing shingles, a painful skin rash, later in 

life. Chickenpox is transmitted through the air by coughing and sneezing or 

by touching chickenpox blisters.  
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“Chickenpox is a preventable disease that can be particularly dangerous for 

kids with weakened immune systems. If all students are up-to-date with two 
doses of the chickenpox vaccine, they can start the school year protected,” 

says State Health Officer Dr. Kathy Lofy.  

Students are not required to be vaccinated if they already had two doses of 

the vaccine, have had chickenpox in the past, or have had a blood test 
showing they are immune. 

Parents can make sure all their students are ready to enter school by 
making appointments with their healthcare provider now. If a student needs 

two doses of the chickenpox vaccine, they need to wait one month between 
each dose.  

“Parents can be prepared ahead of time by getting their children up-to-date 
on the new chickenpox vaccine requirements and all other required vaccines 

now,” said Lofy. 

The Department of Health, local health departments, and schools are 

working together to make sure all students, especially high schoolers, are 

up-to-date with current vaccine requirements before school starts in the fall. 

Information and frequently asked questions about the new chickenpox 

vaccine requirements are available on DOH’s website. Parents can also learn 
more about all vaccine requirements for the 2016-17 school year. 

Parents can receive no-cost vaccines for all kids up to 19-years-old through 
health care providers participating in the state’s Childhood Vaccine Program. 

Participating providers may charge for the office visit and an administration 
fee to give the vaccine. People who can’t afford the administration fee can 

ask for it to be waived. 

For help finding a health care provider or an immunization clinic, call your 

local health agency or the WithinReach Family Health Hotline at 1-800-322-
2588. 

The Department of Health website is your source for a healthy dose of 
information. Also, find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Schools/Immunization/VaricellaVaccineRequirement
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-295-SchoolImmReqforParents2016-2017.pdf
http://www.doh.wa.gov/PublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/PublicHealthSystemResourcesandServices/Immunization/ChildhoodVaccineProgram.aspx
http://www.doh.wa.gov/AboutUs/PublicHealthSystem/LocalHealthJurisdictions.aspx
http://www.withinreachwa.org/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Home.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-State-Department-of-Health/117762158270896
http://www.twitter.com/WA_DeptofHealth


 

Stay on top of all things BHS… follow our social media! 
 

  www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans     www.twitter.com/BHS_Spartans 

www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans 

 

COUNSELING OFFICE 
http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648 
 

 

Counseling Office...................................................206-842-2913 

Adam Ward...........................780-1259   Students A-D 

Nicole Bakker........................780-1359   Students E-K 

Emily Hilberdink....................855-0419   Students L-Q & Running Start 

Jamie K. Walter.....................780-1376   Students R-Z 
Registrar- Cris Cannestra......780-1253    

Counseling Secretary- Rilla Hughes….780-1251 
 

To better serve everyone, counselors operate on an appointment system; 

students and/or parents can contact, Ms. Rilla Hughes, to schedule an 
appointment.  Counselors try to be available for drop-ins during break and 

lunch. 
 

We maintain a 'helping' library with books that parents might find interesting 

in dealing with adolescents.  Also we have a list of resources available if 
people are looking for assistance; counselors can make referrals to 

community therapists. 
 

UPCOMING DATES……………….PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Monday, May 2 - Friday, May 13…………………….........................................................AP exams 

Thurs. & Friday, May 19 - 20 ……………………………………………………………………EOC Science Testing 
May 23 - 27 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………EOC Math Testing 

Sunday, June 5 (3 p.m.)……………………………………Baccalaureate – Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, June 9 (7 p.m.)……………………………………………………………………………Senior Award Night 

Saturday, June 11 (4 p.m.)…………………………………………………………………Class of 2016 Graduation 
 

Note: The EOC Math and Science and the ELA (Smarter Balanced Testing) are part of the Washington 
state graduation requirements. For information, please visit: www.k12.wa.us or ask your counselor. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRANSCRIPTS AND SUMMER 

CLOSURE 

Bainbridge High School Counseling Office will be closed on June 24 and will 

re-open on August 15.  Please be aware that our transcript service through 
Parchment will also be closed during that time.  Students and parents who 

need a transcript during the summer must make sure that they request 
these transcripts by 8:00 am on Tuesday, June 21st  due to the 

turnaround time needed between the request into Parchment and 
when the Counseling office can process them. (NOTE:  PLEASE READ 

THE DETAILED TRANSCRIPT INSTRUCTIONS BELOW.) 
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TRANSCRIPT RELEASE 

All colleges (including community colleges) require entering students to 
submit their final high school transcript showing all courses taken, final 

grade point average, and date of graduation. 
 

Students must request the final transcript through 
www.parchment.com in order to have their BHS final transcript sent 

to the college of their choice. If a student has not yet made a final 
decision, he/she may request that we send a transcript to all of the schools 

still being considered. Once teachers have posted final grades (June 17th), 
transcripts will be updated (June 21st) and released upon request. 

 
Important Transcript Note: 

Parchment.com does allow students to request their transcript now, but not 
have it sent until final grades have been posted. Seniors planning to attend 

college in the fall should log into Parchment.com as soon as possible 

and request that their Final Transcript is sent, using the “Hold for Grades” 
option. Once grades from spring semester have been posted (June 21st), the 

transcript will be sent to the school that was requested. 
 

GRADE LEVEL AND CREDITS (ALL GRADES) 

Each June, to be advanced to the next level, students are required to have 
the following accumulated credits: 

● To be considered a sophomore = 6 credits 
● To be considered a junior = 12 credits or more 

● To be considered a senior = 18 credits or more 
Students who are below these levels are not on schedule to graduate with 

their class. 
 

GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT FOR AUTO INSURANCE 

Students eligible for a good student discount (usually a B average) should 
bring a completed form and a stamped envelope to the counseling office.  

Our office will validate the eligibility and mail the form.  Please remember 

that if a student is not full-time (taking at least five classes), BHS cannot 
certify the student’s eligibility. 
 

REGISTRATION FOR 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR  
It is important to understand that the list of courses your student put into 

Skyward Family Access earlier this spring is what your student is requesting 
for next year and is not what the student is guaranteed to get.  If you have 
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a concern about what your student requested, please contact the counselor. 
 

Please note:  BE VERY CERTAIN THAT THE COURSES YOUR STUDENT SIGNS 
UP FOR ARE THE ONES HE/SHE WANTS TO TAKE/NEEDS FOR GRADUATION.  

ALSO BE VERY CERTAIN THE ALTERNATES LISTED ARE ACCEPTABLE.  No 
changes will be accommodated in August and/or September unless there is a 

placement issue. 
 

 

COUNSELOR VISITS (All Grades) 

This spring semester, counselors conducted classroom guidance sessions in 
the following grade levels:   
  

● 9th grade English classes:  to assist students in building 5-Year Plans 
(also known as the High School & Beyond Plan). Completing a 5-Year 

Plan is a state graduation requirement. Counselors are required to 
keep this plan on file in the counseling office, even though it may 

change during the four years of high school.  Let your counselor know 
if you would like a copy of this plan.  

 

● 11th grade American Studies classes:  to discuss post-high school 
planning issues. (Counselors revised the Junior/Senior Planning Guide 

in April. This updated document is available on the BHS Counseling 

website under College Planning.  We encouraged students to download 
and print this valuable resource, and read it between now and August 

2016.  Parents should also read this Planning Guide for details about 
the college application process as well as other post-high school 

planning information). 
 

● 8th grade at Woodward, Odyssey and Hyla:  to discuss orientation to 

the high school.   
 

 

TESTING SCHEDULE (ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDENTS) (COST IS  

$95.00) 
 

AP (Advanced Placement) TESTING:   
 

Students who are in AP classes are expected to take the AP exam for that 

course.  Make-up examinations are only administered in certain cases 
(serious illness, two exams at the same time).  The College Board prescribes 

the test dates and BHS is not allowed to deviate from their schedule.   The 
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AP Program does not require students to take an AP course prior to taking 

an AP exam. 
  

Week of May 2:  Chemistry, Environmental Science, Calculus AB 

& BC, Computer Science, English Literature, Psychology, U.S. 
History, European History, Spanish Language, Studio Art. 

Week of May 9:  Biology, Physics, U.S. Government, English 
Language, Statistics, Micro & Macro Economics 

May 18- 20:  Make up exams for situations approved by 
College Board ONLY! 
  

 

BHS AWARDS NIGHT (Thursday, June 9, 2016 at 7 PM - BHS 
Commons) 

The Awards & Scholarship Night is scheduled for Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 
p.m. in the High School Commons. This evening will include a dessert social 

as well as the awards presentation. An email will be sent to recipients 
informing them of the Awards & Scholarship Night and indicating that they 

will be receiving an award. Recipients will be required to RSVP. Family and 

friends will also be invited to attend. In an effort to recognize these 
recipients at our commencement ceremony, a list of seniors and their 

awards will be inserted in the commencement program. If your student 
has received an outside scholarship/award and wishes to be 

recognized at the Awards Night, please bring official documentation 
of the scholarship/award to Mr. Ward in the counseling office by 

Monday, May 30.  Students must plan on using the 
scholarship/award in order to be recognized. 
 

CLASS OF 2016 
Seniors:  In order to participate in graduation ceremonies you have to PAY 

all fines as well as PASS all required courses.   
 

Running Start Students:  Students who are enrolled in a required course(s) 

needed for graduation Spring quarter will be required to bring 
documentation that they are passing by Thursday, June 9th at 3 PM to Ms. 

Hilberdink.  A letter was mailed home and an email was sent to these 
students in late April explaining this requirement. Again, this is only for 

students who are in a course spring quarter that they need to pass for 

graduation.  
 

Online courses:  If students are enrolled in an online class that is required 
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for graduation, our office needs confirmation that the student has completed 

and passed the course, no later than June 3rd.  You must ask the 
correspondence school to send us the transcript. 
 

COLLEGE UPDATE 
A college admission is an inexact science.  If your student’s application has 

been denied or wait-listed, we urge you to have your student consult with 
his/her counselor to explore options.  Admissions at both public and 

private/independent colleges continue to be more and more competitive. 
While denials are always tough, it may be helpful to know that there’s a 

saying in college circles:  “By Halloween, 93% of students report attending 
their first choice school.” 
 

DEPOSITS TO HOLD A PLACE - MAY 1ST
  

May 1st is the national notification date by which most colleges 

expect to receive a monetary deposit from accepted students who 
plan to attend.  If a deposit is not submitted by May 1st, a student may 

lose the opportunity to attend.  Students should not feel pressured to 

commit until they have received both admissions and financial aid 
information from all of their schools.  They certainly should not be expected 

to submit a deposit to hold a space at a college until May 1st.   We encourage 
any students feeling pressured to submit a deposit earlier than May 1st to 

speak with their counselor.  Students who applied under the early decision 
program can be expected to submit a deposit ahead of May 1st. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  It is considered unethical to deposit to two colleges.  If the 
colleges were to discover that a student has “double-deposited,” both 

schools could rescind their offer of admission.  If you are waitlisted, you 
should accept at one college (and pay the deposit), but also return the card 

(or email) letting the waitlist college know you want to remain on their 
waitlist.  Then, if you are offered admission to the waitlist college, you can 

let the original college know you have been accepted elsewhere so they can, 
in turn, offer your place to someone on their waitlist.  (It is likely that you 

will forfeit the original deposit.) 
 

If a student has been waitlisted, it would be a good idea to consult with the 

BHS counselor regarding strategies.  Counselors have encouraged all 

students to make certain that they included a “likely-to-be-admitted” school 
in their applications.  
 

Also NOTE:  It is appropriate for students to notify ALL schools they will not 
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be attending:  i.e. If you are accepted by schools A, B, and C, but plan to 

attend school C, please email schools A and B, thanking them and letting 
them know you have been accepted and plan to attend another college. 
 

THANKS TO PARENTS 
Counselors want to express their gratitude for the thoughtful and detailed 

Parent Brag Sheets for the Class of 2016.  This often anecdotal information 
helps us personalize the recommendation for your students.  We also 

appreciate those parents and students who honored our timelines.   
 

Do let your counselors and the teachers who wrote recommendation letters 

know what you find out from your colleges! 

 
SUMMER OPTIONS 
There is a binder in the counseling office that contains an extensive file on 

summer programs for high school students. Musical, athletic and academic 
offerings are highlighted.  Some programs can be used for transfer credit but 

most are for enrichment.  Many of these sessions  are held at universities 

(e.g. Stanford, Harvard, Oxford, Western WA) across the country and abroad 
and give students the opportunity to experience campus living.  Check it out.  

Many have early application deadlines. Contact Mike Anderson for more 
information. 
 

CREDIT RETRIEVAL OPTIONS 

Please note:  All courses taken outside of BHS, including other 

district programs must first be approved by BHS if a student wants 
to use them for graduation credit. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

If students are seeking to make up credits for graduation, they should 

consult their counselor about applying for summer school at Bainbridge High 
School, local community colleges, or other options.  BHS will have a Math 

Credit Recovery program as well.  Space is limited, so please apply as early 
as possible.  Ask your counselor for details and an application packet.  
 

Correspondence Courses 

Another option for make-up credits is through a correspondence or online 
course.  To be transferred to a BHS transcript, the course must be 

accredited and generate a transcript, and be approved and monitored by 
BHS.  A BHS counselor must supervise all tests.  Since BHS is closed during 

July, counselors will proctor tests through June 22nd.  They will be available 
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after August 15th to proctor any tests.  Students should make an 

appointment to take their test.  Since correspondence courses are 
independent studies, it is the student’s responsibility to regularly check 

his/her progress with the counselor. 

 

POTENTIAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETES 

Students who see themselves playing collegiate sports at the NCAA Division 

I or II level should be sure they are on track to satisfy the NCAA 
requirements for Core-Course Requirements, GPA, and test scores.   
 

As a first step, interested students should look at the “NCAA Initial-Eligibility 
Requirements Quick Reference Guide” in the NCAA/NAIA section of the 

counseling web page.   
 

To see which courses at BHS fulfill the NCAA core course requirements, read 

the NCAA Clearinghouse Information (page 14) in the 2016-2017 
Registration and Course Selection Handbook (under the Registration tab) 

and the NCAA information in the Class of 2017 Planning Guide (available 
under ‘College Planning’ on the BHS Counseling website).  
 

Juniors who are being recruited should log onto the NCAA Clearinghouse for 
information about registration. They should also ask for a NCAA 

Student/Athlete handbook.  Juniors not being recruited can wait until their 
senior year before registering with the Clearinghouse.  To find this 

information, google ‘NCAA Clearinghouse’ to find the official NCAA 
clearinghouse website.   There are also links to these sites on the BHS 

Counseling NCAA web page. 
 

Seniors who have registered with the Clearinghouse are reminded to 
submit a final Transcript in June to the NCAA, as well as one to the 

Common Application or to the college of their choice.  This is done 
through the Parchment link on the BHS Counseling website.  Seniors 

who have not yet registered but who see themselves competing at the NCAA 
Division I or II level should register with the Clearinghouse now even though 

they are not being recruited and do not have prospects of getting a 
scholarship.  Contact Mr. Ward if you have further questions about NCAA 

eligibility and procedures.  
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THE PARTY SEASON 
As the weather get warmer, the party season usually gathers more energy.  

Nothing travels faster on this island than whose parents might be gone for 
the week, weekend, or even the evening.  Parties often materialize in 

unsupervised homes.  Sometimes, what is intended to be a small affair 
attracts large numbers and things get out of control quickly.  People have 

been injured and homes have been damaged.  Parents are encouraged to 
talk with their teenagers about house rules and what the expectations are if 

the parents are not home.  While you may trust your son/daughter, lack of 
adult supervision can be a magnet for uninvited guests.  Young people need 

to know how to handle the scene when uninvited guests appear and refuse 
to leave.  Communicating your expectations is the first step towards keeping 

your teens and your property safe. 
  

GRADUATION 2016 

Only seniors who have completed all courses, credit and graduation 

requirements (including 5-Year Plan & HSPE/EOC) may participate in the 
commencement ceremony on June 11, 2016.  Students receiving credits 

outside of BHS must have evidence of completion submitted to their 
counselor prior to June 3rd.  Running Start students who are enrolled in a 

class spring quarter that is required for graduation are required to have their 
form signed (mailed and emailed home in late April) by their professors.  In 

addition to completing all credits and graduation requirements, 
seniors must clear all fines. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS: 

Students should periodically check the Scholarship Notebook (located in BHS 

Counseling Office) and/or on Naviance for scholarships that are currently 
available.  The Naviance website has an online list of available scholarships, 

which is updated whenever we learn of new scholarships.  Seniors interested 
in specific 2- and 4-year schools should contact these institutions for 

scholarships available through them.  Parents should check to see if their 

places of employment offer scholarships for dependents.  Membership in 
fraternal organizations, service clubs, religious affiliations and past or 

current military service may qualify a student for certain scholarships.  Many 
scholarships do not require affiliation with the organization offering the 

scholarship.  Great resources for scholarship information are: 
www.fastweb.com, www.thewashboard.org, www.meritaid.com, 

www.zinch.com, www.cappex.com and many other reputable sites. 
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BAINBRIDGE STUDENT LOAN FUND 

Need money for college? The Bainbridge Student Loan Fund offers $1,000 to 
$2,500 loans to qualified Bainbridge Island Residents. Loans will carry no 

interest and require no payments while the loan recipient is a full time 
student. Five months following graduation or leaving school, the loan 

recipient may either repay the total loan amount incurring no fees or 
interest, OR begin repayment in installments at a 4% annual interest rate. 

The installment repayment period would be a maximum of thirty-six months. 
Please contact Mr. David Webb (dawcsw@aol.com or 206-842-2420) for 

more information and/or an application. Applications should be postmarked 
no later than June 30, 2016. 
 

 

FAFSA- FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (SENIORS) 

FAFSA—The Free Application For Federal Student Aid is available on line at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov  It is required of all students who will apply for any need-
based financial aid for colleges.  We encourage interested families to go 

online right away to register for a PIN, which must be procured before 

registering for FAFSA.  The FAFSA cannot be submitted until October 1 for 
the upcoming fall semester, but it should be submitted as soon as possible 

on or after that date.   
 

Note:  Watch out for scams.  Applying for FAFSA is free.  Families should be 

wary of “dot com” or other web sites that charge for “help” to apply for the 
FAFSA.  Help is available through college financial aid offices and the Federal 

Student Aid Information Center (1-800-4-FED-AID; 1-800-433-3243).  
 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES (SENIORS) 

The entrance requirement for the 34 public two-year colleges and technical 
colleges in Washington is a high school diploma.  All prospective community 

college students should submit applications in early spring since most 
campuses assign registration appointments based on receipt of a completed 

application.  The ASSET, Accuplacer or Compass test is used to determine 
appropriate placement in courses.  Students desiring to complete an AA 

degree and then transfer to a four-year school need to communicate that 
information to their college advisor and plan accordingly. 
 

RUNNING START 

Running Start is a program available to qualified juniors and seniors in 
Washington which allows for tuition-free attendance at a community college 

(CC) in the state.  Students may attend classes at both the CC and BHS.  
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Credits earned at the CC will count toward graduation at BHS and may count 

toward a college degree as well.  Students interested in the program should 
pick up an informational handout in the counseling office or on the BHS 

counseling website (under the ‘Running Start’ tab) and then contact Ms. 
Emily Hilberdink at 855-0419.   
 

To start the process, students must have junior year standing with a 
minimum of 11 credits. A placement test (Accuplacer at OC and COMPASS at 

SCC) is then required to determine eligibility.  Olympic College has an 
additional requirement of a 2.5 high school GPA.  The placement test (given 

at the CC) should be taken by mid-April for students who are interested in 
enrolling for the upcoming fall.  The test is explained in the Running Start 

packet available on the BHS counseling website. Because the community 
colleges are on a quarter system and Bainbridge High School is on a 

semester system, interested students are encouraged to begin Running Start 
in the fall of the school year. 
 

WEST SOUND TECHNICAL SKILLS CENTER (SOPHOMORES AND 

JUNIORS) 
Interested juniors and sophomores are encouraged to check out the 

excellent career training programs offered at the West Sound Technical Skills 
Center. Students are full-time Bainbridge High School students who join 

other Kitsap county juniors and seniors at the Bremerton Center for half the 
day and return to BHS for the other half. Transportation is provided. Talk to 

your counselor or call (360)473-0550 for more information. Interested 
students should contact their counselor ASAP for registration for fall 

programs.  For more information about WST and its programs visit 
www.westsoundtech.com 
 

West Sound Tech is offering a FREE three-week summer program in 2016 
from June 27 - July 14 (8 AM - 3:30 PM, M-F; closed July 4th).  Students can 

earn a .5 career education credit in one of eleven exploratory programs. If 
interested, parents or students should talk to the BHS counselor, or visit 

www.westsoundtech.com for details.  Spaces are limited, so contact them 

now if you are interested! 
 

SSD (Services for Students with Disabilities) for SAT and/or ACT 

Testing  
Students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who consistently use extended 

time for testing here at Bainbridge High School may qualify for extended 
time on the SAT or ACT (the national college entrance exams).  There is an 
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application process and it can take up to three months (or longer) for those 

testing companies to make a decision. Once the student is approved for 
testing accommodations by the testing company, he/she can sign up for a 

testing date.   
 

The counseling office encourages all students to take the PSAT without 

accommodations to get a sense of whether accommodations are needed.  If 
students then wish to apply for accommodations for the SAT or ACT, they 

should speak with their counselor for details.  Once a student is approved by 
the College Board (SAT) or The American College Testing Company (ACT), 

s/he then registers for the date and venue of the specific desired test.   
 

Please give plenty of lead-time for this process. It is recommended to begin 

the process by Spring of Sophomore year. See your counselor for details. 
 

SUMMER READING LISTS FOR PARENTS 

What Kids Need To Succeed, Peter Benson, J. Galbraith and Peter Espeland 

Raising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys, D. Kindlon, Michael 

Thompson 

The Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families, Mary Pipher 

When You’re In Public, Pretend You Don’t Know Me, Susan Borowitz and Ava 

Siegler 

Queen Bees And Wannabes:  Helping Your Daughter Survive The Cliques, 

Gossip, Boyfriends and Other Realities Of Adolescence, Rosalind Wiseman 

Saving Beauty From The Beast: How To Protect Your Daughter From An 

Unhealthy Relationship, Vicki Crompton and Ellen Kessner 

“Trust Me, Mom, Everyone Else Is Going!” New Rules For Mothering 

Adolescent Girls, Roni Cohen-Sandler 

Queen Bee Mom and Kingpin Dads, Rosalind Wiseman, Elizabeth Rapoport 

and Crown Publishers 
Get Out of My Life, but First Could You Drive Me & Cheryl to the Mall: A 

Parent's Guide to the New Teenager, Revised and Updated by Anthony E. 
Wolf Ph.D. and Anthony E. Wolf 

The Launching Years: Strategies for Parenting from Senior Year to College 

Life by Laura Kastner and Jennifer Wyatt  
Letting Go (Fifth Edition):  A Parents' Guide to Understanding the College 

Years, by Karen Levin Coburn and Madge Lawrence Treeger 

Reviving Ophelia : Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls (Ballantine Reader's 

Circle) by Mary Pipher 

Real Boys: Rescuing Our Sons from the Myths of Boyhood by William Pollack 

and Mary Pipher 
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Informative Article 
 

Let Your Child Drive the Bus 

There is one group more anxious about this year's college admissions 

decisions than the parents of this year's seniors -- and that's the parents of 
next year's seniors. Junior parents love their children, and they would 

welcome any advice colleges could offer that would give their child's 
application an inside edge. 

To support that effort, here's what a college admissions officer told me when 

I asked for advice I could give to junior parents: 

"Let your child drive the bus." 

The explanation she offered for this counsel, combined with long-standing 

conventional wisdom, gets to the heart of the college application process, 

and shows what admissions officers are looking for in a successful applicant 
beyond the numbers: 

Initiative From start to finish, a college application has to send the 

message that applying to this school was the student's idea, and the student 
is excited enough to do something to bring that idea to life. This is why so 

many colleges want students to visit campus or meet the admissions 

representative at a local college fair; it shows the student is serious about 
their application. 

  
That seriousness is questioned when the application is completed in what is 

clearly the handwriting of an adult, or when parents call the admissions 
office to ask questions. This is particularly true if the parent starts the call by 

saying "We're applying to your college next year." If the student wants to 
start building a meaningful relationship with the college, they make the calls, 

and speak in first person. 
 

Synthesis Well-meaning parents insist they only help their child complete a 

college application because it is too complicated. Colleges certainly don't 
want the process to discourage students; at the same time, applicants show 

they possess the traits needed to be successful students at selective colleges 
by demonstrating the flexibility, organization and persistence needed to 

create an application crafted exclusively by the student. That's why it's best 
for students to schedule an hour or two each weekend in the fall to focus on 

college applications -- it gives them the best chance to create an application 
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that is rich with their voice, and their voice alone. 

  
Originality Everyone has a unique view of the world, and a good college 

application gives the admissions office a glimpse into a student's ability to 
share their particular vantage point. Colleges understand that view may not 

be fully developed at age 17 -- in fact, most hope it isn't -- but they also 
understand that unique view should be consistent across all parts of the 

application. A 20-minute weekly college meeting between parents and 
applicant gives the student the right mix of structure and encouragement to 

shape their own answers, and assure their ownership of the application 
process. 

  
Authenticity Students have different reasons for attending college, but 

each reason has a common purpose -- students want to get something out 
of the experience. A strong college application shows the admissions office 

what that purpose is, and taking the time to wrestle with each part of a 

college application not only gives the application more clarity and 
confidence; it also gives the applicant more clarity and confidence. 

  
It may be hard for parents to watch students struggle at first with this 

important task, just as it wasn't easy to watch them strike out at the plate, 
listen to their first violin solo, or feel them let the clutch out too soon. Great 

hitters and virtuosos are made with time, effort, and the opportunity to get 
better, and so are good drivers. The best way to help them reach their 

college destination is to give them the keys. 
 

This article was written by Patrick O’Connor, Ph.D. 

Associate Dean, College Counseling 

College Counseling Office 

Cranbrook Kingswood Upper School 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Please see community activities of interest to students and families on the 
BISD Community News & Events and Community Flyers webpages. 

 

Please see Calendar below. 
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CALENDAR 
 

May 2-13 AP Testing 

May 5 BHS Jazz Band Concert           Commons                   7:00 pm 

May 5-7 Musical “Legally Blonde”              LGI                       7:30 pm 

May 11 PTSO Meeting                           Library                    9-10:30 am 

May 11 BHS Choir Concert                        LGI                         6:30 pm 

May 12 Spring Art Festival           Library & 200 Hallway    6 – 7:30 pm          

May 19-20 End of Course Biology Testing  

May 19 BHS Band Concert                     Commons                   7:00 pm 

May 24 BHS Site Council Meeting          Library              3:15 – 4:45 pm 

May 30 Memorial Day Holiday             NO SCHOOL 

May 31 NHS Award Ceremony              Commons                   7:00 pm 

June 3 BHS Senior Prom        EMP – Seattle              8:30 – 11:30 pm 

June 5 Baccalaureate     Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church    3:00 pm 

June 9 Senior Awards Night         Commons                          7:00 pm 
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June 11 Graduation                  BHS Stadium                        4:00 pm 

June 13-15 Finals  Grades 9-11  Early Dismissal                      11:35 a.m. 

June 15 Last Day of School    Early dismissal                      11:35 a.m. 
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