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Calendar 

December 20
th

 – January 4
th

  Winter Break 

January 5
th

       School Resumes 

January 9
th

       Popcorn Day 

January 19
th

       No School – MLK Day 

January 24
th

       Blakely PTO Auction 5:00pm @ 

Islandwood 

January 28
th

       Open House 

January 26
th

 – 30
th

      PTO Book Fair in the Library 

 

 

From the Principal  
 
Greetings! I hope everyone survived the wind storm. It looks as if there is a strong possibility for more 

of the same, so be prepared.  As a reminder, if we are in school and it begins to snow or we lose power 

we will always keep the students until the end of the day.  Many parents work and are unable to get 

home and we wouldn't want any of our students unattended at home. The safety of our students is our 

top priority. 

 

As the school year continues we are finding that more and more parents are dropping their children off 

in the morning.  If at all possible please have your child ride the bus, but in the event that you do drop 

your child off, please do so in an expedient manner.  We have had a bit of a traffic jam lately, which has 

led to an increased number of tardies.  Please remember the following things as you move through the 

drop off zone: 

 

 Always pull as far forward as possible 

 Have your children ready to leave the vehicle as you approach the drop zone 

 Do not leave your vehicle in the drop zone and walk your child to class.  If you would like to 

walk your child to class please find a parking spot. 

 Please allow plenty of time in the morning for drop off.  School starts at 7:50 and we would like 

students in their class by that time. 

 

Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

I would also like to bring your attention to our School Improvement Plan, which is posted on our 

http://www.bisd303.org/blakely


website under the School Tab. This plan is a working document that is revised and edited each year by 

staff and parent volunteers on our Leadership Team. This document identifies areas of focus, which 

drives resource allocation and professional development. Blakely continues to focus in the area of 

Mathematics, but has started to make a transition into Writing. State assessments as well as classroom 

based assessments and teacher observations all highlight a need in the area of writing, specifically 

organization and conventions. At our most recent Building Professional Development training the staff 

spent part of our time sharing student work and identifying strengths and challenges. Our goal is to focus 

on organization through the lense of the writing process. We will share strategies, resources and develop 

a common language K-4. 

 

There are a variety of other components in our School Improvement Plan as well. Please take a few 

minutes to review the document and let me know if you have any questions or suggestions. As I stated 

this is a working document.  

 

This will be the final bulletin prior to the New Year. Stay warm, be safe and enjoy your break. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Reese Ande 

 

 

From the Counselor:  Changing Families Group 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

I will be starting Changing Families groups after the holiday break. Blakely students in 

grades K-4 are invited to participate in these groups. Changing Families is a group for 

children who have experienced family changes such as separation, divorce or 

remarriage. Any child whose family has changed through these circumstances is 

welcome to participate. 

The purpose of the group is to give children a place to understand and process feelings 

and to see that they are not alone.  This group will meet once a week for 6-8 weeks. If 

you are interested in having your child participate in Changing Families please let me 

know via phone or email.  Also, if you have any questions or concerns please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch with me. 

All the best for a wonderful holiday break, 

Karin 

Blakely School Counselor 

206-780-9081/ kknight@bisd303.org 



 

Specialists Corner 

 
Kathleen Pool – Library 

 

 It has been a busy couple of weeks in the library!  Last Monday, most students had an opportunity to 

practice some basic computer programming during the Hour of Code.  If your student was excited about 

these lessons, there are plenty of follow-up programming activities on the code.org website.  On the 

book side of things, we have arranged to have an author visit with every grade level before the end of 

the year.  Author visits are so engaging for students and bring the writing process to life.  Lastly, the 

Book Fair is just around the corner!  Mark your calendars to stock up on books during the week of 

January 26 – January 29
th

.  Up to 50% of the Book Fair proceeds  goes towards purchasing new books 

for our library.  Have a wonderful holiday season. Enjoy the time to read with your family! 

Jeremy Rothbaum – Music 

From the Music Room: First, second and third graders and kindergartners are preparing for the Martin 

Luther King Assembly in January.  

 

The Fourth grade will have an on-stage rehearsal on December 17
th

 in the morning. This is our first 

opportunity to hear the whole group together. Please make sure your child is here on that day. Thanks. 

 

All students will have the opportunity to sing winter holiday songs in music over the next 2 weeks.  

 

Third graders are beginning to learn rhythmic notation as well as enhancing their music vocabulary. We 

are studying such concepts as rhythm, tempo, form and melody.  

 

 

Kris Tjemsland – PE 

 

December in the gym:  marshmallows and hot chocolate,.snowballs flying....  The students will be doing 

cooperative games involving working with a team to accomplish a goal.  We will be throwing snowballs 

(white yarn balls) at snow forts in the gym.  Winter wonderland arrives soon ...students will be pulling 

each other on sleighs, ice skating, playing hockey and other winter activities.  Ask your children what 

they enjoyed the most in the gym this month.  Have a great break but keep your children moving 

 

Katie Bonanno – Art 

 

Ms. Bonanno is out on Maternity Leave!  Congratulations to her.  During her leave, Ms. Bedell will be 

covering the art room and continuing on with all of the fun and creativity that happens there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://code.org/


 

From the Blakely Health Room: 

News on the head lice front… 

Head lice are common in school-aged children and are the most 
adaptable of creatures.  They have survived living solely on human for 
10 000 years.  You may be reassured to know that they are commonly 
found in places other than Blakely Elementary. 

We can learn from other countries about how to deal with the pesky 
problem of lice. According to Nitpickers (an education and advisory service 

for families and schools started by 2 mothers in Queensland, Australia) 

‘When a person goes to the dentist and has no cavities, it doesn’t mean tooth brushing 
stops…same when a person is deemed clear of head lice, it doesn’t mean the screening 
should stop.  Regular combing should become part of everyone’s weekly routine.’ 

Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are: 

 The six legs of a louse end in a claw, allowing them to grip the hair. 

 They detect vibration and can hide - (conditioner will help fix this problem) 

 Head lice can ‘hold’ their breath for 20 minutes – looking like they are dead. 

 The eggs are attached to the hair with a ‘glue’ like substance.  Studies conducted on 45 different 

products to dissolve the ‘glue’ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

The good news… 

We know where they live and we know how to find them. 

If you follow these steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved. 

Step1     Comb inexpensive hair conditioner on to dry, brushed (detangled) hair.  This    makes it 

difficult for lice to grip the hair or run around; 

Step 2    Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue; 

Step 3    Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs; 

Step 4    If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated; 

Step 5    If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not have 

to treat since the eggs could be from the old infection. 

If your child has head lice – tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them and ask them to 
check their family for head lice. Please let us know in the Blakely Health Room. We will protect your 
privacy and be a resource for your family when dealing with this pesky problem. Let us know if you 
would like additional resources like this one from the Aussies:  

http://docs.health.vic.gov.au/docs/doc/088E58959DDC091ACA2579B800202AFA/$FILE/headlicepam.p
df 

http://docs.health.vic.gov.au/docs/doc/088E58959DDC091ACA2579B800202AFA/$FILE/headlicepam.pdf
http://docs.health.vic.gov.au/docs/doc/088E58959DDC091ACA2579B800202AFA/$FILE/headlicepam.pdf


 

 

Lost and Found: 
 
We have quite the selection of sweatshirts, fleece hoodies, and heavy coats.  Please come 

by and look for your child’s gear soon.   PS:  If you write their name in the garment, we 

will do our best to reunite students and their clothes!  All remaining items in Lost and 

Found will be donated to Helpline this Friday of Winter Break. 

 

Did your child lose something on the school bus? Check the Transportation 

department's slideshow of lost items, then contact Rebecca Sonsalla at (206) 780-1856 or 

rsonsalla@bisd303.org and give her the number of the lost item. The department may be 

closed, but you can still contact Rebecca and make your claim through Dec. 28. 

 

    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bisd303.org/Page/8928


Blakely PTO News www.blakelypto.org 

 

 

   

 

 

Blakely PTO Auction News & Information 
 

Auction date is  

January 24, 2015 

Have you purchased your tickets yet?  To purchase tickets, make a donation, 

or sign up for child care, visit: 

www.blakelypto.org/auction 

 

We already have some wonderful donations from Blakely families, including artwork, 

timeshares, jewelry, coffee, and spa services.  Thank you to those who have donated!  

Our best and most creative donations come from Blakely families.  Forms are available in 

the front office and online at www.blakelypto.org/auction.  For questions or ideas on what 

or how to donate, please contact one of our Procurement Chairs Julianna Watnem 

(juliannawatnem@gmail.com) or Erin Mead (eobmead@gmail.com).   

 

Dessert Dash bakers and donors are needed!  20 yummy desserts are wanted for this 

annual Auction night tradition.  If you bake or if you want to donate a dessert, please 

contact one of our Dessert Dash Chairs: Lori Hungerford (hungerford6@gmail.com)  and 

Yaroslavna Adams (qtnyadams@comcast.net) 

 

With many thanks to the generosity of North Cascades Harley Davidson, we are able to 

offer subsidized child care for up to 50 children, on-site at IslandWood the night of the 

Auction.  This benefit is available on a first-come, first-served reservation basis.  Sign up 

early to ensure your spot! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blakelypto.org/auction
http://www.blakelypto.org/auction
mailto:juliannawatnem@gmail.com
mailto:eobmead@gmail.com
mailto:hungerford6@gmail.com
mailto:qtnyadams@comcast.net


Dear Blakely Families, 

 

On behalf of the Blakely PTO, I would like to thank all of my fellow volunteers who have helped with 

the events and projects that help that make Blakely School as fun, as safe and as wonderful of a 

community as it can be.   

 

This Fall started off as busy as usual.  In October, the health screenings were skillfully orchestrated by 

Chairperson Jackie Flannery.  Every child in the school had their hearing and vision tested with the help 

of volunteers Molly Apel, Judy Morgan, Lindsay Campbel, Amos Edwards, Tara Kenneway, Susan 

Lindsay, Natasha Lowery, Janet McDevitt, Helen Foley, Sandy Charyn, Maureen DeBellis, Lori 

Hungerford, Angela McLean, Lee Muir, Julie Schick and Alori Gilbert.   

Next, Julie Schick was in charge of picture day again this year and kept things running smoothly with 

the help of volunteers Heidi Blair, Kristina Cramer, Smiley-Grace Kulesza,  Michele White, Lara 

Demos, Mary Aglam, Sarah Gordon,  Chelsie Delecki, Lisa Brock, Maggie Danaldson, Lori 

Hungerford, Tracy McLennon, Janene Dutt and Helen Foley.  

 

Behind the scenes, work was being done to keep Blakely prepared for Earthquake and other emergency 

situations.  Emergency supplies were gathered and organized by Michele Hobbes, Karen Hall, Lee Muir, 

Pam Opalski, Nora McGraw, and Lori Hungerford.  (Thank you also to everyone who donated supplies). 

 

Michele Taylor and Mary Feeney are responsible for the adorable and practical Blakely Bull dog wear!  

Thank you! 

 

Math club for the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Graders has been made possible this year by the hard work of Charlotte 

Burkhard, Julia Douthart and Marianna Rojas.   

 

Joanie Ransom and her crew weeded and trimmed the courtyard garden into shape, so thank you Joanie 

and gardeners Gail Cole, Christina Atchison, Dave Ellison, Tyler Patterson, Alorie Gilbert, Shannon 

Dow, Alli Schilf,  Michele Fox and Angela Hashman.   

 

Kathy McGowan and Patty Bartholf  have been keeping us all up to date as our reliable sign board 

changers,  and we can all thank Lisa Timmons for helping us keep in touch as she (and Kyanne 

Hawkins) are responsible for our fabulous new directory! 

 

Family Game night was a super fun event thanks to a collaboration with Calico Cat owner Elisabeth 

Walsh and volunteers Lisa Berg, Julianna Watnam, Kathy Ellison, Karen Hall, Joe Solseng, Nancy Goll, 

Lee Muir, Kathy Solseng, Lara Demos, and Steve Apel and Melinda Barnes. (Thank you to everyone 

who brought extra cookies!)  

 

Our Excellent Teachers were treated to excellent meals during the conference days by the following 

great chefs and helpers:  Ali Schilf, Erin Kellog, Karen Hall, Ingrid Billies, Jim White, Smiley Grace 

Kulesza,Crystina Cupp,  Heid Blair, Erin Cyger, Liz Walters, Joe Solseng, Kimber Wysong, Nora 

McGraw, Ali Siglin, Natasha Lowery, Kathy Ellison, Kathy McGowan, Chelsie Delecki, Michele Fox, 

Tracy McLennon and Sarah Barrett.   

 

The Kids have been enjoying popcorn Fridays thanks to the Popcorn leadership of Erika Malloy and her 

merry band of fellow poppers, Bonnie Match, Anna Steen, and Beth Jackson.   

 

Last, but not least, we all got into the warm holiday spirit on the night of December 8
th

 with the magical 

Children’s Holiday shop.  Thank you so much to Heather Burke and Heidi Blair for co-chairing this 

special event!  Thank you to all of the wonderful people who helped to sort donations, set up shop and 



wrap gifts for the little shoppers: Natasha Lowery and her 11-year-old daughter Erica Varga , Elizabeth 

Walsh and her daughter Annie, Sandra DeMars, Krista Lindgren, Jamie De Shazo, Julie Hersum and her 

daughter, Lisa Berg , Jules Watnam and her mother, Robyn Stahl's son Jared, Karen Marten , Janene, 

Jack and Hannah Dutt,  Ariel Ross, Gail, Tom and Cora Cole, Tara Kenneway, Rebecca Day-Friers' 

daughter Claire, Melanie English, Bonnie Matcho, Aimee Stoehr, Deb Russell and her son Cooper, Erin 

Mead and her daughter Cayley (6th grader), and Cayley's friend Rea, Niels Berg, Kristine Cramer, Liesl 

Clark, Deb,Brian, Anna, Cooper, and Ruby Russell, and Maddie and Lila Burke. 

 

Well, many hands make light work and such good company makes a light heart.  Thanks to all of you 

for the wonderful community you help to create at Blakely school and I wish you all a Holiday full of 

blessings and good cheer!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 Lee Muir and the Blakely PTO 

 

 

Box Tops, Soup Labels and eScrip 
 
Please continue to clip, save and bring in those Box Tops and Campbell's Labels for Education  
for reimbursement. Blakely PTO receives all monies earned. Drop off boxes are located in the 
front entry of school. Thank you! 
       

If you have any questions or need help signing up for the eScrip Program, please contact Mary 
Feeney at madfeeney@comcast.net or 360-713-3846. 
 

 

 
 

 

PTO Meeting Dates: 

 

The remaining 2014-2015 General PTO Meeting dates are: 

 
   Thursday 1/15 @ 9:00am  Thursday, 5/21 @ 9:00am 
   Thursday, 2/12 @ 9:00am  Thursday, 6/11 @ 9:00am 
   Thursday 3/19 @ 9:00am 
    Thursday 4/16 @ 9:00am 

 

 

 



Upcoming PTO Supported Events: 

 

Popcorn Day  Friday, January 8
th

 

 

Blakely PTO Auction  Saturday, January 24
th

 5:00pm 

@ Islandwood 

 

 

 

Winter After School Activities at Blakely: 
 

*Math Blasters Club Winter Session - 1st & 2nd grades 

When: Wednesdays; 01/21/15 - 03/18/15 (8 weeks) 
Where: After school at Blakely Elementary 2:20 - 3:30 

Information coming Home with students the first week of January.  This club is run by 

volunteers and the PTO. 

 

*Chess and Lego Builderz Club 
Class times and sessions available at www.biparks.org 
Chess is on Tuesdays after School and Lego Builderz Club is on Thursdays after school and run through 

the Bainbridge Island Parks Department 

 

*Young Singers: The Winter Session of the Bainbridge Chorale Young singers will be starting up 

immediately after we return from Winter Break. Practices are on Thursdays after school. 

This will be Mr. Rothbaum's last session as the director of Young Singers. He is retiring from that 

job. So - if your child has been thinking about doing this with him this will be the last opportunity, 

though Young Singers will still be continuing with a new director. For more information please check 

the Bainbridge Chorale Website. (Bainbridge Chorale Young Singers has no affiliation with Blakely 

school or the Bainbridge Island School District) 

 

*After School Tennis for 3
rd

 and 4
th

 Graders:  Contact Julie Riley at 

jriely@realestatesolve.com.  This class will be on Mondays after school. 

 

*Look for more information about a new after school Robotics club for 3
rd

 and 4
th

 

graders in the new year. 
 

mailto:jriely@realestatesolve.com

