
Ecology Jigsaw Reading Activity Instructions 
 
 

1. Divide into modified laboratory groups: Each person within that group will become an expert 
in one area.  
 

2. Assign roles in your group: If you have 4 people in your group, then one person will take on 
each of the following: niches, succession, biomes, and aquatic ecosystems. If you have 5 
people in your group, the two people will be assigned one reading.  

a. Manager: Assigns readings and maintains focus of the group. 
b. Speaker: Shares out information and may ask for help/clarification. 
c. Time Keeper: Ensures smooth transitions between presenters. 
d. Materials Manager: Ensures the group has the necessary materials and returns those 

materials. 
 

3. Everyone within the group is responsible for reading their section and becoming experts 
in that area. To become an expert, first, read the section in your lab group. Then, the class will 
move from their lab group to one of four expert groups about the classroom. 

 
4. Within your expert group 

a. Review the reading quietly in your expert group.  
b. Complete the expert tasks below. 
c. Review figures and prepare to teach a 6 minute lesson on your reading to your lab group 

members. Your lesson must include a summary of the reading, definitions of key terms, 
clearly show graphs, figures, and pictures, and review and/or ask questions. Your group 
may use a piece of butcher paper to prepare for the teaching. 

 
5. Come back to your lab group. Each person will present information with the niches expert first, 

then succession, biomes and finally aquatic ecosystems. Listen and ask questions. There will be 
an individual quiz on this material soon! 

 

Expert Tasks: 

A. Niches Experts: Complete “In Your Notebook” on page 100, consider and answer the “Mystery 

Clue” on page 103, complete “Analyzing Data” questions on page 102, and all of the “4.2 

Assessment” questions. 

B. Succession Experts: Complete “In Your Notebook” on page 108 and “4.3 Assessment” 

questions on page 109 and create a table that compares primary and secondary succession as 

you read. 

C. Biomes Experts: Complete “In Your Notebook” on page 111, “Analyzing Data” on page 115, 

answer the mystery question on page 116, and answer all “4.4 Assessment” questions. 

D. Aquatic Ecosystems Experts: Make a compare and contrast table as specified on page 117. 

Answer “Mystery Clue” on page 118, complete the “In Your Notebook” activity on page 120, and 

answer “4.5 Assessment” questions. 

 


