
I will write the first part of this update and then my brother Shane will finish and send along with my 
first position updates once i call on the satellite phone.  
 
The boat launch in San Diego and gear loading went well, and we just finished a great session at the 
Aqua Adventures Kayak Shop. There were two television crews during the afternoon and also did a 
phone interview with KOMO News in  Seattle. Very nice, and really enjoyed talking with the group that 
attended the presentation and Q&A session.  
 
Weather is great, the winds go light and variable at night, and are generally from the north or 
northwest during the day. Blue skies and warm sunny days. There is one tropical storm about 500 
miles south that is now at hurricane strength, but is forecast to diminish, but there will be certainly be 
larger swells for this first week.  
 
I leave Mission Bay at 5:00 am, and one of the television stations will be here (with lights, smile) The 
first few days, I will just row and nap and head mostly southwest. Really ready, but now is time for 
some sleep; will have Shane finish this up. ... RWilson  
 

9/19/12 1630 PST 
This is Shane -- as Rory mentioned, I'll be taking over the communication tasks until Rory's back in 
touch. 
 
Rory departed for Hawaii in KROS on Tuesday, September 18 at 0505, accompanied for the first mile 
or so by Brian Wilson, Jen Kleck and me in kayaks. We paddled through the darkness to the mouth of 
Mission Bay with Rory and KROS, and then stopped and bobbed in the ocean swell as Rory rowed on 
alone west into the darkness. The moment was exciting, but one which I was dreading a little bit as 
well. KROS looked very sea ready, though, and certainly Rory is, which helped mitigate the concerns. 
Due to the darkness and my very real fear of dropping my camera phone into the sea as I tried to 
remain balanced in the kayak, I was unable to get any pics of the actual departure, but I've attached a 
couple of photos from the events of the day before. 
 
I had my first satellite call from Rory this morning (Sept 19) at 0730 PST and he also triggered his 
Spot GPS device for a location just prior at 0709 PST. His position at that time was 32.16 N, 117.31 
W which is at the latitude of Rosarito, Mexico. He was finding it a challenge to make as much west 
direction as he wanted due to the west-setting swell and seas and so his direction was trending more 
south than he'd have liked. His intention was to move in a west/southwest direction, but in reality it is 
more of a south/southwest. direction. Rory is rowing nearly 24 hours/day to get distance off the west 
coast and because of the high rate of easterly drift hasn't been able to stop rowing for very long for 
sleep. This will change as he gains sea room and with a change in weather conditions. The current 
NOAA marine weather for the offshore region Rory is currently in is: 
 
POINT CONCEPTION TO GUADALUPE ISLAND  330 PM PDT WED SEP 19 2012    TONIGHT THROUGH 
THU NIGHT  N TO NW WINDS 15 TO 25 KT. SEAS 5  TO 9 FT. HIGHEST WINDS AND SEAS W AND NW OF 
THE CHANNEL ISLANDS.  FRI AND FRI NIGHT  N TO NW WINDS 15 TO 25 KT...EXCEPT E OF  120W 
DIMINISHING TO 10 TO 15 KT FRI. SEAS 5 TO 8 FT...HIGHEST NE.  SAT THROUGH MON  N TO NW 
WINDS 10 TO 20 KT...EXCEPT E OF 121W  10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 4 TO 8 FT BUILDING TO 6 TO 10 FT 
MON.  

 
I'll close here, but will keep sending updates as I hear from Rory. On the advice of a friend in San 
Diego, I will soon be starting a "KROS Pacific" facebook page to track Rory's journey; once I do this I 
will let you know. In the meantime, please feel free to forward this email to anyone you think might find 
it interesting. 
 
Shane 
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