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Q:  What is “Adequate Yearly Progress?” 

A:  Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is a key component of the federal No Child Left Behind 

Act of 2001 (NCLB). The Act’s lofty goal was that every student would pass every state test in 

reading and math by 2014. 

 

Between 2001 and 2013, Washington State implemented a stair step AYP achievement target, 

so that the required percentage of students meeting standards increased every few years. 

Additionally, unexcused absence rates and graduation/dropout rates are considered in the 

designation of schools or districts “making” or “failing to make” AYP. 

 

AYP is based on students in 11 demographic subgroups achieving the minimum level of 

proficiency on the state math and reading assessments for their grade level, regardless of their 

ability. The subgroups include: all students, seven major racial/ethnic groups, students with 

disabilities, English language learners, and students in poverty. Schools do not meet AYP if any 

one of the subgroups at their school does not meet the required progress. 

 

Q:  What has changed in Washington State this year?  Why are we suddenly 

hearing so much about schools that are “failing” or in “need of improvement?” 

A:  Washington State has had a waiver from the federal AYP requirement for the past two years. 

This year the waiver was denied by the U.S. Department of Education because the Washington 

State Legislature did not pass a bill to require that teacher/principal evaluations include student 

growth on state tests. The use of student test scores as part of the teacher evaluation system is 

a federal requirement to keep an AYP waiver. 

 

Now that we have reached 2014 and no longer have a waiver, 100% of students are required to 

meet the assessment standards this year.  If one or more students in any of the subgroups does 

not meet the standards, the school does not make Adequate Yearly Progress. Virtually every 

school in Washington State failed to make AYP in 2013-14. 



 

 

Q:  Why are some BISD schools being told they are ‘in improvement”? 

A:  This year, two BISD schools have been designated as needing improvement:  Bainbridge 

High School (BHS) and Ordway Elementary School.  Both of these schools are now in Step 1 of 

5 steps in the NCLB improvement process.  

 

Schools get to Step 1 Improvement by not making AYP for two consecutive years.  Back in 

2010-11 (the last year that Washington schools were subject to NCLB requirements), both BHS 

and Ordway did not meet AYP because the number of special education students meeting 

grade level standard fell below the state target for that year.   The data from 2010-11 combined 

with the failure to have 100% of students passing all tests in 2013-14 means that BHS and 

Ordway have not made AYP for two years and are now in Step 1 Improvement. 

 

 

Q:  What about the other BISD schools? 

A:  As stated above, almost all schools in our state failed to make AYP this year.  This includes 

all seven of our schools.  Blakely, Wilkes, Sakai, Woodward, and Commodore schools have 

been placed on “Warning” status.   

 

Next year, unless Congress revises NCLB or 100% of students pass all state tests in reading 

and math, these five schools will fail to make AYP for a second year and will also be “in 

improvement.” 

 

 

Q:  What happens to schools that are in “Step 1 Improvement”? 

A:  Only schools receiving federal Title 1 funds are subject to the ramifications of the NCLB Act. 

BHS does not receive Title 1 funds; Ordway does.   

 

NCLB requires that parents of students who attend Title 1 schools that are in Step 1 

Improvement must be sent a letter informing them of the school’s status.  Students must also be 

offered the opportunity to attend a school that is not subject to NCLB sanctions. Up to twenty 

percent of Title 1 funds that were previously spent assisting student learning must now be set 

aside to provide funds for transporting students who wish to attend a different school.  



 

 

Q:  What is BISD doing to support struggling learners? 

A: BISD continues to use Title I funds, state Learning Assistance Program (LAP) allocations, 

and local levy dollars to support struggling learners.  Each K-8 school has a Reading/Math 

Specialist to provide supplemental services and also has Special Education staff. 

 

Additional programs are being implemented to raise achievement and close any “opportunity 

gaps.”  With assistance from Bainbridge Schools Foundation, Woodward Middle School piloted 

an “Achieve” class last year.  This year, Woodward will have two classes, and Bainbridge High 

School and Eagle Harbor High are adding Achieve classes as well. 

 

BISD is fully committed to supporting each and every student and is proud of the outstanding 

academic progress and achievement of our students.  

 

Information specific to Ordway 

● Ordway did not meet AYP during the 2010-11 school year in reading for students with 

disabilities (SWD). This group met “safe harbor” for the 13-14 school year. This means that there 

was at least a 10 percent reduction in this sub-group of students who did not meet standard. In 

fact SWD was the sub group that showed the greatest gains in percentage meeting standard.  

● During the 2013-14 school year, Ordway did not meet the 100% proficiency requirement for all 

students in reading or math. This was also the case for every school in BISD and for nearly every 

school throughout the state.  

● Because there was an area where Ordway did not meet AYP in 2010-11 and an area in the same 

column (reading) the school is considered to have not met AYP for two years, putting it in “step 

one of improvement.”  

● Preliminary results from the state test for 2013-14 show significant gains in math scores for 

Ordway. OSPI is in the process of reconciling data. Final results will be released upon the 

completion of this process.  

 

 


