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Calendar 

May 5
th

-9
th

   Staff Appreciation Week 

May 9th   PTO Math Games Night 6pm-8:00pm 

May 15
th

   PTO Meeting 9:00am 

Tuesday, May 20th 1
st
/2

nd
 Grade Music Concert 6:30pm 

May 21-23
rd

   Fourth Grade Outdoor Education – OPI/NatureBridge 

May 28
th

 – 30
th

  Fitness Challenge 

May 29th   Volunteer Appreciation Tea 2:30pm-3:30pm in the Library 
      

 
 

From the Principal  
 

 Blakely Families, 

 

I wanted to give you an update on our new school-wide program, ST Fluency. This program was 

developed by the MIND Research Institute focusing on helping students build math fluency, defined by 

the National Math Panel as accurate, quick, and effortless retrieval of basic math facts. As a staff we are 

excited about the daily practice happening for our 1
st
-4

th
 grade students. Research points to the need to 

free up working memory in order to allow students to avoid getting slowed down by basic calculations 

when learning and applying mathematics at a later stage. MIND's unique visual approach ensures that 

students memorize their basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts while gaining a 

solid conceptual understanding of the operations. We are continuing to have on-going conversations as a 

staff about implementation and ways that we can continue to refine our delivery and routines with ST 

Fluency.  
 

I also want to continue to stress our belief in the importance of the ST Math Program. An article was 

recently published highlighting the benefits of the program looking through the lens of an elementary 

school in California that has been using ST Math for over a decade: 

 

http://www.takepart.com/feature/2014/03/28/this-technology-in-the-classroom-helps-

teachers?cmpid=organic-share-email#.Uzbd6fdbA1Y.email 

 

Lastly, I wanted to remind you about our upcoming Blakely Family Math Games Night, Friday, May 9th 

6:00pm – 8:00pm in the Blakely gym. It will be a fun night full of games that you can play with your 

child and their siblings. Spend the time learning a new game with your child or play some old favorites. 

Drop in when you can and feel free to stay only for an hour or stay for two! All the kids get a chance to 

earn a cookie as they get their math passport stamped! 

  

http://www.bisd303.org/blakely
http://www.takepart.com/feature/2014/03/28/this-technology-in-the-classroom-helps-teachers?cmpid=organic-share-email%23.Uzbd6fdbA1Y.email
http://www.takepart.com/feature/2014/03/28/this-technology-in-the-classroom-helps-teachers?cmpid=organic-share-email%23.Uzbd6fdbA1Y.email


Also, we need volunteers to help out at the tables, so if you’re able, please sign up at the below link: 

 www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BA9AF2AAAFB6-playing 

 

Have a great week, 

 

Reese Ande, Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Class Placement Input Forms 

 

As a reminder, these forms are available on the Blakely Web Site.  If you would like to provide any 

input to the placement team regarding your child’s learning style and environment for next school year 

these are due by this Friday, April 25th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost and Found – Jackets, Sweatshirts, and so much more…. 

 

Is your student missing a sweatshirt or jacket?  Make sure to take a look at lost 

and found in the entry area at Blakely.  It is overflowing and we would love to 

reunite these items with their owners.  If there are names in items we have 

gotten them back to the students.  Any items that go unclaimed will be 

donated to Helpline House at the end of the year.  Thanks for your help! 
 

 

 

Spot Maps for Next School Year 2014-2015 
 

As a reminder, please turn in your green spot maps as soon as possible! 

 

If you will not be returning to Blakely next year please advise the office.  This helps for 

planning purposes for next year. If you have any questions at all, please contact Kyanne 

Hawkins at 780-2060 or KHawkins@BISD303.org. 

 

If you know of anyone moving to the area or anyone that has an incoming Kindergartener 

that needs to register for next year, please direct them to the office. 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BA9AF2AAAFB6-playing
mailto:KHawkins@BISD303.org


 

Introducing Kelso’s Choice and Second Step 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to Spring! 

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce you to the classroom based social skills curriculum we are 

currently teaching  at Blakely Elementary. Social skills are the abilities necessary to get along with others and to 

create and maintain satisfying relationships. These skills enable us to know what to say, how to make good 

choices, and how to behave in diverse situations. The extent to which we possess these skills influences our 

abilities to be both academically and socially successful.  The Blakely social skills curriculum is broken into the 

two programs, Kelso’s Choice for K-2, and Second Step for grades 3 and 4. Below is an overview of each. 

I encourage you to ask your children about their experiences with the lessons thus far and am always open to 

feedback.  I also encourage you to visit the individual websites that are available for Kelso’s Choice and Second 

Step.  Both have parent pages and tons of additional information about the programs.  Above all, if you have any 

questions or concerns, please feel free to shoot me and email, call or stop by and see me. KKnight@bisd303.org 

or 780-2076 

Kelso’s Choice-K-2nd grade 

Kelso’s Choice is based on the premise that every child is capable of becoming a peacemaker. Designed around 

Kelso the Frog, the program teaches children to differentiate between Big Problems (those that require adult 

help) and Small Problems (problems that students are strong enough and smart enough and strong enough to 

handle) and also provides them with nine options they can choose from to resolve conflicts. 

Check out the Kelso’s Choice Wheel 

 

www.kelsoschoice.com 

mailto:KKnight@bisd303.org
http://www.kelsoschoice.com/


 

 

 
 

Second Step-3d -4th grade 

 Second Step is a classroom based program that focuses on teaching skills for social and academic success. It was 

founded in the 1980’s by the Committee for Children and is considered one of the premier social-emotional l 

learning curriculums in the United States. Lessons focus on strengthening student’s ability to learn, have 

empathy, manage emotions and solve problems. To learn more about Second Step visit its website at 

www.secondstep.org . The activation codes listed below will give you access to the Parent Resources page. 

3d grade parent activation code-SSP3 FAMI LY73 

4th grade parent activation code-SSP4 FAMI LY74 

Warmly, 

Karin Knight, Blakely Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.secondstep.org/


 

 

 

From the Health Room: 
 

Spring Cleaning? 

 

 According to the Washington Poison Center, each year, two million poisoning exposures are reported to 

Poison Centers across the country. Approximately 90% of these take place in the home. More than 50% 

of reported poisonings involve children six and younger. Poisoning is the fifth leading cause of 

"accidental" death in children under the age of six and is one of the most common reasons children are 

seen in emergency rooms. However, poisonings can happen at any age. 

 

Make your home and garage a safer place by cleaning out old or unused chemicals and properly 

disposing them free of charge at the Kitsap County Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection 

facility which is open year-round.  Residential drop-off is between 10am–4pm Thursday, Friday, 

Saturday.  You may even consider “The Swap Shop” which accepts paint related products, fertilizers, 

household cleaners, and automotive products  at least 3/4 full with original labels. These items are 

considered for reuse.  For more help in determining where to donate, recycle, or pay for proper disposal 

of your unused items refer to Kitsap County Public Works”What do I Do With It?” guide at 

http://www.kitsapgov.com/sw/recycle_category.asp 

 

Attendance Phone Line 
 

If your student will be absent or tardy, please call our 24 hour attendance hotline, 780-2046.  Please give 

your student's name, teacher, and the reason (s)he is out.  If we do not receive a message on the hotline, 

our attendance secretary, Robin Thomas, will call parents to verify the absence. 

 

 

 

Transportation Changes and Bus Notes 
 
If your student needs to take a different bus other than their normal bus route or there is a change to 
their transportation plan (getting picked up), the office must receive a note or a phone call prior to 
2:00pm in order for your student to ride a different bus or alter their normal afternoon transportation 
plan.  If we don’t receive a note or a phone call, the student will follow their normal plan.  Thanks in 
advance for your assistance with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blakely PTO News www.blakelypto.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTO Meeting 
Please join us for our PTO Meeting on May 15th at 9 a.m.. We hope to 
see you there!   
 
 

 

 

Blakely Family Math Night 

BLAKELY FAMILY MATH GAMES NIGHT 

Friday, May 9th  6:00pm – 8:00pm  Blakely Gym 

 

Come out and join us for the 2nd annual math games night at 

Blakely!  It’ll be a fun night full of games that you can play with 

your child and their siblings.  Have you ever wanted to try Blokus, 

Double Shutter, Uno, Farkle, Rush Hour, Chess?  Spend the time 

learning a new game with your child or play some old favorites.  

Drop in when you can and feel free to stay only for an hour or stay 

for two!  All the kids get a chance to earn a cookie as they get 

their math passport stamped! 

 

Also, we need volunteers to help out at the tables, so if you’re able, 

please sign up at the below link: 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C084BA9AF2AAAFB6-playing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BA9AF2AAAFB6-playing


 

Fitness Challenge 

Mark your calendars for the 2014 Fitness Challenge (May 28 – May 

30th)! This is a fun event that raises money for Kitsap Hospice and 

Huntington's disease Research. Please make sure your children come to 

school with the appropriate footwear and clothing for outdoor recess. If 

you would like to volunteer as a lap counter or water support for the 

walkers/joggers/runners, please contact Kris Tjemsland at 

KTjemsland@bisd303.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Staff Appreciation Week is 5/5-5/9 

 

This week is your chance to thank the fabulous Blakely staff 

for all their hard work and dedication to our kids.  Please 

consider signing up to bring in a breakfast or lunch item!  

Please visit the following website for more information and to 

sign up!  Thank you!   

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/8050945A9A828A57-staff  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:KTjemsland@bisd303.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050945A9A828A57-staff


Volunteer Appreciation! 
Dear fellow Blakely parents, 

Many thanks are in order to the wonderful volunteers who have been giving their time so generously at Blakely 

this Spring. First, a big round of applause for Kristi Nelson who organized a fabulously fun and entertaining 

Family Bingo night on February 28
th
.  Kids and parents alike had a great time together.  Thank you Kristi and 

thank you to all of the volunteers who helped run the event: Michele Fox, Jen and Joe Solseng, Liz Walters, Lisa 

Timmons, Cheryl Cain, Ally Siglund, Karen Hall, Anna Steen, Carrie Newman, Pamela Grinter, Irene Leyva, 

Michele Pickle, James Muir,  Tom Lockyear, and Jamie DeShazo. 

 

Heather Burke organized a wonderful spring conference week potluck to help keep the teachers energized and 

refreshed throughout the three day long, back to back conference gauntlet.  There was a wonderful spread to keep 

everyone happily fed through the week.  Thank you so much Heather and thanks to all of you who contributed to 

the feast: Michelle White, Jill Bos, Alice Skipton, Ally Sigland, Lindsay Marshall, Jen Weaver, Jackie Flannery, 

Deb Russell, Julie Schick, Krista Shei, Joan Lockyear, Joanie Ransom, Lisa Berg, Laura Nelson, Kim Podesla and 

Kimber Wysong. 

 

Helen Burke and April Murray organized a very successful Fourth Grade Readathon Fundraiser this year. Their 

efforts helped to make the fourth grade Nature Bridge camp experience significantly more affordable to all of our 

Fourth grade families.  Thank you April and Helen and to the parent volunteers who they say they could not have 

done without:  Jill Manning, Michelle Byron, Deb Russell, Melanie North, Christie Capps, Nedra Albrecht, Jill 

Bos, Val Thornton, Heather Hadley and Patty Schaaf. 

 

\We have certainly appreciated seeing the Court Yard Garden and outer beds looking neat and cheerfully tidy this 

spring.  Gail Cole has  been taking time out of her busy schedule to lead the volunteer gardening crew this year.  

Thank you so much Gail and thank you to your crew who have been showing up here and there all spring to 

weed: Michele Fox, Jamie DeShazo, Jennifer Corcoran, Julianna Watnam, Dave Weiber, John Grinter, Dave 

Ellison, Megan Eidan, Kim Podesla, John Brock, Joanie Ransom, Krista Friedman and Snow Dowd.  And 

remember, everyone, “See a Weed, Pull a Weed!” 

 

We will have yearbooks delivered soon thanks to the hard work and dedication of Carole Levine and Krista 

Friedman who put countless hours into photographing events at school and organizing the yearbook for 

publication and sale.  Thank you very much to Krista and Carol and to the photography crew: Trish Kurtzman, 

John Grinter, Julie Schick, Mary Agliam, Lisa Berg and Laura Nelson.   

 

Popcorn day is every kid’s favorite day thanks to the incredibly cheerful popcorn crew! Tina Cachules and her 

helpers show up every month to pop the buttery delicious stuff, collect quarters( and lend a few when necessary  

), and generally spread joy throughout the school.  Thank you, Tina, and thank you to Angela McLean, Jill Bos, 

Deb Russell, Kathy Schramke, Irene Leyva, Irene Bushey, Wendy Morse, Anna Steen, Sarah Hays, Krista 

Friedman, Joanie Ransom and Irene Bushey. 

 

Finally, The Science Fair was absolutely inspiring, thanks to the hard work and dedication of Jillian Worth and 

Liz Walters.  I know my own 8 year old spent hours reading on topics ranging from Botany and Optics, to 

Chemistry and biology, just looking for the perfect project idea.  His career goal has shifted, now, from Lego 

designer to Scientist as a result! I suspect that many lifelong passions and worthy pursuits have begun, judging 

from all of the fascinating projects the children created! Thank you Jillian and Liz, and thank you to the many 

people who helped with setting up and reviewing projects: John Grinter, Trudy Holden, Larry Weiner, Julie 

Schick, Snow Dowd, Nedra Albrecht, Katherine and Brian Coggin, Bernice Cavalluzzi, Tricia Kurtzman, Jackie 

and Toni Flannery, Fred Walters, Dylan Martin, Cheryl Cain, Jennifer Burke, Suzanne Goodro, Hollie Arnim, 

Sarah Barrett, Lisa Timmins,  April Murray, Anna Steen, Gail Cole, Helen Foley, Patrick Tuohy, Meagan Greiwe 

and Joe Solseng.  Wow, we certainly have a lot to be grateful for at Blakely school!  I feel so lucky to be a part of 

this community.  Thank you to all of you. Lee Muir, Blakely PTO Volunteer coordinator.   

 

 

 


