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The Seagull runs deep
This year’s play includes dark humor, serious dialogue
Rose Conlon
writer

The Seagull, written and set 
in the late 19th century, is argu-
ably Anton Chekhov’s greatest 
production, and the BHS The-
ater Club has decided to take it 
on as this year’s fall play. Direc-
tor Barbara Hume said that she 
has wanted to tackle this project 
for years. Sometimes a part of 
the tenth grade English curric-
ulum, it has been very popular 
with students. While it is a com-
edy, it is unlike those that the 
school theater has done in the 
past. It includes “dark humor, 
and is more serious, with a lot of 
depth. The characters are truly 
three-dimensional,” said Hume.

The plot is largely driven by 
four central personalities. First 
is Konstantin, a frustrated and 
despondent playwright who 
feels overshadowed by the suc-
cess of his mother, Irina an aging 
but successful actress. Nina is a 
budding actress trying to “make 
it” while dealing with a troubled 

past. Finally, Boris, a workahol-
ic writer torn between two wom-
en. These four different person-
alities clash in a complicated but 
comedic love triangle. Konstan-
tin is in love with Nina, who is 
in love with Boris, who is in love 
with Irina.

Though the spotlight is on 
these four, many other roles 
contribute to the story. The LGI 
will be bustling with rehearsing 
actors leading up to the perfor-
mances in November.

Technical Director and BHS 
senior Hannah Minson is con-
fident in this fall’s selection. “I 
have read through the script of 
The Seagull and think that it is a 
great play for our theater to do. 
I can’t wait for it all to come to-
gether because I know the end 
result will be fantastic.”

On the technical side, there’s 
definitely a lot to be done. “This 
year, the greatest challenge will 
be ensuring that the set turns 
out how we are picturing it,” 
stated Minson. However, she’s 

confident in the Tech members. 
“Every year it is so rewarding to 
see your hard work and dedica-
tion come to fruition,” said Min-
son. “I am so excited for the fall 
play this year. The set so far is 
absolutely amazing!”

Hume chose this play out of a 
desire to portray a different sort 
of story. “The characters are 
more complex, but I know our 
actors are up to the challenge,” 
said Hume. People will relate to 
the theme of an elusive search 
for happiness. “A lot of people 
go to the theatre for escape, and 
this play offers that,” said Hume.

As for the play’s namesake? 
The seagull embodies the free-
dom and dependence of human 
relationships, and symbolizes 
both the hardship and beauty of 
life.

The Seagull runs November 
2nd, 3rd, 9th, and 10th. Anyone 
looking to have an entertaining 
evening while supporting our 
school theater is encouraged to 
attend.

Jazz Choir
Madeline CoRbin
A&E Editor

The 100 building at Bainbridge 
High School, is like an unopened 
treasure chest to many stu-
dents, full of mystery and mu-
rals. It is filled with artistic en-
richment possibilities, including 
art classes, the theater (LGI), 
the band room, and the choir 
room. The BHS choir, which has 
been taught for the last six years 
by Deborah Hill, is composed of 
two parts: chamber choir and 
jazz choir. 

The main difference between 
the two is the variety of litera-
ture. “Chamber choir does much 
more variety,” said Hill. “Jazz is 
almost exclusively jazz genres.” 
However, jazz choir also takes 
place during zero period and re-
quires an audition. As a result, it 
is smaller than chamber choir, 
but each individual is even more 
important, according to Hill. 

Jazz choir also holds sever-
al more performances during 
the year, which sometimes in-
clude competitions. Though 
there will not be any competi-
tions this year, the jazz choir 
is looking forward to attend-
ing several festivals, which in-
clude schools from all over the 
state. At these events, the dif-
ferent choirs perform for judges. 
Competitions are a good oppor-
tunity for soloists to gain recog-
nition for scholarships. “Some-
times ‘famous’ people from the 
jazz genre come to perform,” 
said junior Elizabeth von Ruden, 
a jazz choir member. “They usu-
ally give a talk and have work-

shops afterward.” The BHS 
choir’s first performance will be 
with the Woodward choir in the 
BHS Commons on October 17 
at 6:30pm. In addition to formal 
concerts and festivals, jazz choir 
performs at community events, 
including the Rotary Breakfast 
at Wing Point Golf and Country 
Club during the holidays. 

The jazz choir has already 
started preparing for the up-
coming concert, and they are 
currently working on Georgia on 
My Mind, God Only Knows, and 
Route 66. However due to a va-
riety of reasons, the jazz choir is 
much smaller this year than ever 
before. They lost three seniors 
last year, and several other stu-
dents due to scheduling issues. 
“The course catalog requires 
concurrent enrollment in cham-
ber choir (or another perform-
ing ensemble) in order to be en-
rolled in jazz,” said Hill. “This 
presents a problem for some 
students.” However, exceptions 
have been known to be made. 

No matter the reasons, this 
year’s short enrollment list 
could pose a problem. “It’s hard, 
because all the sections aren’t as 
full as they could be,” said von 
Ruden. “We really need more 
people for it to sound better, 
and for days when people are 
absent.” Hill and von Ruden 
strongly encourage anyone with 
a desire to sing to audition for 
jazz choir. “It will help you im-
prove your singing, express 
yourself in a new way, and incor-
porate music into your life.”

Old Goat’s 
Review
Good film for intended 
audience
gRahaM potteR
writer

Bainbridge Islander Taylor 
Guterson wrote and directed the 
film Old Goats in an attempt to 
capture the charm of Bainbridge 
Island. He tells the story of three 
retired men who are trying to 
change their lives. The actors, 
also locals, portray fictional ver-
sions of themselves. Britt Cro-
sley, the protagonist, plans an 
elaborate trip to Hawaii in the 
boat that he has lived in for most 
of his life. At the last minute, he 
backs out of the trip, and Bob 
Burkholder and David Vander 
Wal decide to help him find ro-
mance and excitement without 
leaving.

Burkholder and Vander Wal 
also experience their own pre-
dicaments. Burkholder, who has 
been on many adventures over 
the course of his life, decides 
to write and publish a mem-
oir. Vander Wal, who is strug-
gling to find happiness in retire-
ment, must decide whether or 
not to follow the advice of his 
controlling wife and buy a con-
do in Palm Springs. Old Goats 
includes some genuinely fun-
ny moments brought on by the 
characters’ quirky personalities. 
However, there seems to be a 
generational gap between the in-
tended audience of this film and 
the readers of the Spartan Stan-
dard.

Jokes about not being able to 
figure out how Wi-Fi works, buy-
ing extravagant items in online 
auctions, and awkward dinner 
parties may only be relatable for 
a certain type of audience. Un-
fortunately, that audience does 
not usually include high school 
students. Though much of the 
humor is clever and universal, it 
is mostly intended for an audi-
ence of BHS parents and grand-
parents. That being said, other 
issues arose with Old Goats that 
have nothing to do with the in-
tended audience.

Because of the three central 
conflicts, it is difficult to derive a 
primary theme or message from 
the film. The ending may be un-
satisfying for some because it 
fails to resolve the development 
of the characters. In addition, 
some parts of the movie are un-
necessarily slow. For example, 
in one scene, the three charac-
ters are hunting ducks in the 
middle of a swamp. The banter 
between the characters is still 
engaging, but the scene lasts far 
longer than it should.

On the other hand, the scenes 
connected to the main plot 
seem thoughtfully constructed. 
Though the dialogue may be dif-
ficult for younger audiences to 
relate to, it achieves a certain 
level of realism that many films 
lack. The characters meet at a 
cafe after closing hours once a 
week and discuss where they are 
in their lives. Not only do these 
scenes help to drive the plot for-
ward, the dialogue feels organic. 
It is evident that the characters 
are truly playing themselves.

Because of the generational 
gap between the intended au-
dience for Old Goats and high 
school students, this film may 
not be enjoyable for everybody. 
The disjointed plot and lack of 
a obvious theme or message al-
so make this film difficult to rec-
ommend. However, the witty di-
alogue and local charm are likely 
to please older audiences, and 
Old Goats is overall a satisfacto-
ry film.

phOtOs COuRtesy Of andReaauGustinas.blOGspOt.COm

The Sea Gull will be co-directed by BHS students, starring Arie Thompson and Clara Hayes. Techincal 
Theater will manage the effects and staging of the play.

phOtO COuRtesy Of ChRistine bROwn

Cade Taylor & Austin Perilstein played the saxophone in last year’s 
Jazz Band. Jazz is a common theme in both Jazz Band and Jazz Choir.

Madeline Corbin’s 
essential baCk-to-
sChool Playlist

 » “Under Your Spell” – Desire. It’s 
no secret that people come back 
to school looking more attractive. 
And after a long summer, it’s hard 
not to notice. So if you feel your 
crush becoming obsessive, give this 
song a couple listens, realize how 
pathetic you are, and get back to your 
homework. 
 » “Preamble to the Constitution” 

– Schoolhouse Rock. Just a little 
something for all you upperclassmen 
in American Studies or AP Gov. 
Seriously, this song will make your day. 
And save your life.
 » “United States of Whatever” – 

Liam Lynch. For when you have 20 
pages of reading left at 11:45, and you 
just don’t give a…whatever.
 » “Romeo and Juliet” – Dire Straits. 

This one’s for all you freshman out 
there tackling one of Shakespeare’s 
finest. Listen to this song whenever 
you’ve had too much iambic 
pentameter and become re-inspired! 
Also, The Killers do a stellar cover of 
this song – check it out.
 » “We Rule the School” – Belle and 

Sebastian. Hey new seniors: listen 
to this masterpiece and revel in your 
total maturity and awesomeness. And 
please don’t forget to “do something 
pretty while you can.”
 » “You Can Call Me Al” – Paul 

Simon. Because it’s just too great.
 » “Heroes of Our Time” – 

DragonForce. You woke up in a cold 
sweat this morning, after realizing you 
completely forgot to study for the 
Algebra test. You can’t even remember 
what that ‘f(x)’ thing means, let alone 
the quadratic formula. (Isn’t it negative 
b, plus or minus 4, plus 2c, all over 17 
cubed…?) Well, now you’re in luck, 
because this song will give you the 
power to do anything. Listen to it five 
minutes before the test, and you will 
get an A. Guaranteed.
 » “Another Brick in the Wall” – Pink 

Floyd.“We don’t need no education,” 
says Pink Floyd. Well, sometimes I wish 
it was true…but don’t they mean “we 
don’t need any education?”
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phOtO by anna CinamOn| spaRtan standaRd

While the American teaching style requires adjustment, the foreign 
exchange students enjoy studying at BHS.

phOtO COuRtesy Of OCtObeR yates

Tyler McNamer hoists his mug 
into the air on Pajama Day

At the school Prodani goes to in 
Albania, students listen to the 
teacher lecture for the entire 
class period whilst taking notes. 
She enjoys how the BHS teach-
ers let the students participate 
through open discussions, a 
teaching style she is not used to. 
Teachers at BHS seem to real-
ly care about the students. “The 
teachers are more motivated, 
and it makes learning fun.”, said 
Popken from Germany. Popken 
said he would like BHS to know 
that we have a great school. 
“This is a very nice school, the 
students should take these op-
portunities and use them.”

A big part of culture is food. 
American food does not have the 
greatest reputation, but these 
students have some favorites. 
When asked what a favorite food 
in America is, Blomqvist said, “I 
don’t really have a favorite one, 
everything has tasted fine so far, 
except for peanut butter!” Pop-
ken observed that American 
food seemed less healthy than 
Germany’s, and Chinese food is 
Prodani’s favorite. 

People are what make a cul-
ture, and people differ from 
country to country. “I see the 
biggest difference between 
Finland and America in peo-

ple. Finnish people are much 
more reserved, quiet and not 
so loud about their feelings and 
thoughts. So I have really en-
joyed my time here so far be-
cause everyone is just so friend-
ly and outgoing, It’s a refreshing 
change!” said Blomqvist. 

Foreign exchange students 
add a great mix of culture to 
our little community.“ It’s been 
a great experience so far. Klau-
dia fits in really well and it’s 
been so fun having her around!” 
said Sophomore Rachel Perry 
(whom Prodani is living with). 
So, open your arms wide and 
give our new students a nice 

continued from page 1

EXCHANGE | foreign students

corsages and boutonnieres from 
florists around the island and 
getting dressed in suits, ties, 
dresses, and heels. Senior Ka-
trina Kerrigan described this 
process as “time-consuming 
but worth it.” As the night ap-
proaches, students gather to 
take group pictures before head-
ing to the ferry. The ferry galley 
is a mosh pit of sorts, with ev-
eryone clamoring to find their 
friends for pictures while other 
ferry riders look on at the chaos. 
Kerrigan cited this part of the 
night as her favorite because, “it 
gives you a chance to see all the 
people who were not able to be 
in your group.”

Once in Seattle, groups go to 
many different places for dinner, 
activities, or to drive around the 
city in a chauffeured limo before 
returning home for the night. 
Common dining choices for 
BHS students include The Pink 
Door, Wild Ginger, and for those 
more concerned with the finan-
cial aspect of homecoming, Red 
Robin. According to Hoffman, 
“going somewhere inexpensive 
is fun because it’s cheap, casual, 
and everyone can have a good 
time together in the restaurant.”

Although homecoming is a 
tradition practiced across the 
country, BHS is constantly com-
ing up with new ways to invoke 
a sense of school spirit while cel-
ebrating the start of the school 
year. Whether through dress-
ing up on spirit days, cheering 
on the football team from the 
stands, or spending an evening 
in the city with friends, each 
new year brings a new oppor-
tunity for students to redefine 
what it means to be a Spartan at 
homecoming.

continued from page 1

HOMECOMING

a week of fun & Games
from dressing like your parents one day to a Greek party animal another, 

homecoming 2012 will not be forgotten.
photos courtesy of october yates

Clockwise from top: Seniors enjoying their Toga day, Queen Ali Blake and King Sebastian Scales, Sebastian announces at the lunch 
fashion show for twins day, Spartans showing the mountaineering spirit, and Dain Weisner and Connor Teddy, with Adam Gargas 
watching, ham it up at the twin fashion show.


