
Humanities Course Application  

Humanities is a survey class. In other words, we cover a wide variety of ideas and intellectual 

movements. Humanities might also be called the study of the history of ideas. We examine the various 

ways that intellectuals and philosophers have thought about what it means to be a human being. The 

thoughts of these intellectuals diverge enormously; consequently, this class is ideal for someone who is 

interested in the nature of the human experience and who is open to a variety of interpretations of that 

experience.  

Our analysis of ideas is centered on a number of essential questions. For example, we are interested in 

the question of free will: To what degree does the human being exercise free will? Conceptual 

reflections such as this one guide our study of each of the readings that we explore. Expect in 

Humanities to encounter abstract ideas that take real focus and dedication to fully grasp. Close and 

active reading of challenging text is central to the study of Humanities. 

Humanities is a discussion based class. Humanities’ students share their questions and ideas in large and 

small group discussions. Students often bring their embryonic reflections to class and allow the 

discussion process to clarify their responses to the readings. In other words, they have not fully 

developed their reflections about the text until they have participated in the discussion process. Formal 

and informal oral presentations are also part of the regular curriculum. 

Given the above course description, the following student qualities are the ones most likely to lead a 

meaningful and satisfying experience in Humanities: 

 A passion for understanding the ideas of a variety of thinkers and philosophers-including, and 

perhaps especially, those with whom you are not sure you initially agree. 

 A willingness to share your own reflections even when those reflections are still formative. 

 A willingness to truly listen and respond to the reflections of others 

 A commitment to closely and actively read challenging text. 

 An interest in engaging in a thoughtful written analysis of the text. 

If you feel that Humanities is the right course for you, ask your American Studies teacher for a 

recommendation. 

Student Response – Print Name: 

I have read the above description of Humanities and understand the nature of the course and reading 

materials. I would like to take Humanities and recognize that the registration requires both a passing 

grade in American Studies and one of my American Studies teacher’s signatures. 

Request Approved By: 

Student Signature________________________   American Studies Teacher_____________________ 

Turn the page for a writing prompt. 



The Most Meaningful Text? 

 Give a thoughtful and clear response to the following so we can learn something about you. 

 Identify the most meaningful text (book) that you have read for a high school class. Feel free to 

choose a text from any class but not a book that you have read outside of school. 

 Explain why this book has meaning for you. What is that meaning? 

 Use the space below or attach a sheet with your name. 


